
 

DEACON GEORGE’S HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Two strangers, one a man and one a woman, meet at a well outside a town.  They have never met 
before and should not be meeting at all.  Because one is a Jew travelling through foreign territory, the 
other is a Samaritan who is on home ground.  Jews and Samaritans have been estranged and hostile 
for many generations.  And according to their individual cultures, they should remain strangers. 

Their meeting could have been short, sharp and hopeless because of their difference in sex, age, 
personality, background, religion, nationality etc.  And because of the barriers and differences their 
honest meeting would have been insurmountable.  

But he was no ordinary man, and she was no ordinary woman.  The man was Jesus.     And he made 
the first move by asking for a drink of water from the woman.  She was taken aback, that a Jew, no 
matter how thirsty, would ask a Samaritan for a drink.  He then intrigues her, by suggesting that if she 
knew who he really is, then she would ask him for living water.    

The fact that he has no bucket worries her, but the water Jesus has to give, turns into a spring inside 
people.  Thinking Jesus has a cure for thirst, the woman calls him “Sir”, and now imagines she can 
avoid daily trekking to wells in the middle of nowhere.  But Jesus is not talking about making the water 
authorities redundant.       

Jesus now focuses on her track record with men.  Still not satisfied, after five husbands, she is now 
living with another man.  She is clearly familiar with disappointment in love … and she is still hoping 
to meet a Mr Right, who will fill her deepest needs.      

And now she is facing a man who is not just another man.  She knows that, because she calls Jesus 
“prophet”.  This man is a man, who knows who she is.  He is a man who doesn’t call her names, 
reprimands her, or causes her pain.  He simple states how things are.  He is talking about her sex life 
but she wants to have a discussion on liturgy.  She moves the conversation, to a discussion on the 
proper place to worship God, a move from personal matters to abstract ones.  

Jesus follows her cue and talks about liturgy.  He is not concerned about the proper place to worship 
God, he is more concerned about the worship of God in spirit and truth.     He leads the conversation 
back to where it was, the truth.     How can you worship God if you don’t face the truth about yourself?      

Jesus then tells the woman who he is.  It is strange that Jesus is reluctant to tell his own people who 
he is, but he is happy tell this outsider who he is and gives himself away to her.      

He gives the living water.  She can go home without her buckets and face her own people.  Meanwhile, 
Jesus is left to handle his bewildered disciples, whereas the woman runs off to tell the town about the 
man who revealed her to herself.             

She does not keep her experience a secret.  She has a story to tell.  She turns her experience of Jesus 
into a message for others.  Jesus has freed her to carry this message.     And because of her, the whole 
town comes to meet Jesus.      

Today’s Gospel passage gives us a glimpse about the power of God’s mercy and love.  When Jesus 
meets this woman, he brings up her past into the conversation, not to condemn her or to punish her, 
but rather to reveal himself to her.  And our day-to-day experiences and encounters can also be 
transformative and life changing.  Let us be attentive to what happens around us, and let us thirst for 
God in all that happens, and in all that we do.  For people will come to Jesus when they meet him for 
themselves. 

And let us make a note: that the name of the woman is unknown, it is left blank by the author, so that 
we can fill with our own names.  No matter who you are, and what you have done, you are special, 
precious and loved by God himself.  This is the Good News that the Lord gives us today.      


