
 

 

Fr Hugh’s Homily for 4th Sunday in Lent 2023 

 

What Jesus saw in the man born blind was his heart. 

Remember that line from the first reading: ‘Man looks at appearances but 

God looks at the heart.’ 

Jesus knew that the man had heart enough, was honest enough, and tough 

enough to accept the truth, and importantly to stand up for it. 

 

So when he is cured his neighbours doubt it, the authorities attack him, his 

parents don’t back him up, he is on his own. 

But he has attitude.  Speaking to the Pharisees, socially miles ahead of him 

and educationally as well as financially and powerfully: 

‘Why do you want to hear it all again.  Do you want to be his disciples 

too?  

 

There are times in our lives when something or someone good comes into 

our lives that no one expects, and the results are not always easy to deal 

with. 

Say you fall in love with what people call the wrong person. The wrong 

social class, not clever enough, not good looking enough, the wrong colour 

or religion, and suddenly massive pressure is put on you from all sides to 

give them up. 

How strong is your love? 

Or when I said I was becoming a priest one of my old friends from 

University said, ‘You are definitely not suitable from what I know, and 

would not come to my ordination.’  Some were supportive, some not. 

 

When we experience the ‘good’ are we honest enough to acknowledge it 

and fight for it?  When we are challenged are we able to resist that and 

hang on to what is good? 

 

Jesus is the embodiment of good.  The man born blind sees it in the man 

he has met.  Those around him, for different reasons are too blind to see it. 

‘If you were really blind you would not be guilty.’ 

 

Can we too look at the heart and not appearances, and believe when we 

meet the good? 
 


