
 

 

2nd Sunday of Lent Yr A Homily 

 

‘Let us build you three tents,’ says Peter.  What do you do in the face of something 

that you cannot possibly understand or deal with but go back to what has always been 

reliable.  This is the equivalent for us when we are facing something tough and 

saying, ‘Shall I put the kettle on?’  Peter has no idea what has just happened.  He can 

see it is Jesus who is his friend, but now in a way he has never seen him before, and 

two blokes from the past who should just not be there.  What he is looking at makes 

no sense.   

 But the thing is that he trusts Jesus.  This is possibly the farthest Jesus has 

gone, but Peter has sort of got used to Jesus doing the impossible while has been 

travelling with him.  He is getting to know Jesus. 

 For us a story like this poses some big problems.  As a story we know it well 

so it is not something new to us as was for Peter.  But there is a world around us who 

listens to a story like this and says, ‘Well, that is for kids, or it is just an illusion.’  

The supernatural has become a thing only of vampire or ghost stories on Netflix.  So 

if we are going to say that we accept stories like this as part of our faith story we are 

going to be standing out against the crowd. 

 And this should make us think.  I said the other week that the cross is the 

decision-making point for us, but a story like this is as well.  And that is why it is 

here. 

 We have a set of gospels this year that put together the supernatural, the divine, 

of Jesus. Last week we had him battling the devil.  Today we have him standing in 

the glory of God declaring him to be divine.  Even Moses who is with him today 

could not face the full glory of God back in the book of Exodus on Mount Sinai but 

had to be placed in a cleft in the rock by God as his glory went by so that Moses 

survived it.  But also we have very human stories of people like ourselves coming to 

faith.  Coming to experience for themselves what it means to believe.  We have the 

story of the woman at the well and the blind man who is healed.  And in the raising of 

Lazarus we have the very down to earth Martha coming to faith as she declares her 

faith in the resurrection. 

 And this is where all this is taking us of course.  Taking us to a point where we 

can declare our faith.  The mixture of pictures is saying to us, here is the divine Jesus, 

who is also one of us, but also here are the people who have come to believe, a 

journey of belief, which is hopefully our Lenten journey.   

 But a journey to where?  To the resurrection.  The glory of Jesus is understood 

later by the disciples when after Pentecost they realise what scenes like this were all 

about.  That there is a very new life being offered by Jesus both through his words 

and actions but most importantly through what he will do for us at Easter. 

 And it is with this knowledge that the disciples are filled with courage to share 

what they know.  Just as it is faith in God that enables Abraham in the first reading to 

have the courage to trust in God’s blessing and leave for a totally unknown new land 

and new life. 

 There’s nothing wrong in trusting in a cup of tea in moments of crisis, it works 

temporarily, but our journey is to discover something much more powerful that is 

literally life-changing.  


