
 

DEACON GEORGE’S HOMILY – 7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

In our Gospel reading, Jesus quotes from the ancient “Law of Limited Retaliation” – “Lex 
Talionis” or commonly known as the “eye for eye” law.  This law is in the book of Leviticus (24:19).  It 
states: “Anyone who injures a neighbour shall receive the same in return, a broken limb for a broken 
limb, eye for eye, tooth for tooth.  As the injury inflicted, so will be the injury suffered.  (Lev. 24:19.)”   

This may seem a savage and bloodthirsty law, but in fact, it was the beginning of mercy in the 
ancient world.  It was originally, the “Code of Hammurabi”, written in Babylon, 2,250 years before 
Christ.  It was introduced to prevent blood feuds and vendettas.  For example, if someone from the 
first village, killed someone from the second village, then in revenge, the second village would attack 
the first village, and perhaps tens, and hundreds, of lives would then be lost.  Therefore, this “eye for 
eye” law reduced the fighting and multiple deaths, and thus limited the retaliation, to the penalty of the 
equal injury.  One death for one death.  In reality though, in most civilised societies, this law was very 
seldom carried out to the letter. 

Today, Jesus confirms the ancient Law of “love your neighbour as yourself.”  However, the 
Jews understood a neighbour as only to mean a fellow Jew.  Jesus rejects this limited love, and now, 
he is telling them, and us, to love all people.   And then he goes even further.  He now revokes the 
“eye for eye” law, because he says, “… love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you:”      

Jesus rejects any interpretation of the Law that permits people to hate their enemy.  He is now 
saying, that not just our own people, but our enemies are also our neighbours.      

Jesus is telling us not to be provoked into taking any form of retaliation.  Our response should 
be that of love to the wrong that we have received.  Jesus is removing all limitations to love.  Love is, 
and should be, unlimited.  No-one is exempt from our love.  Therefore, we must, if we are truly 
Christian, forgive those who offend or injure us.  We must love all people, whether they be friends or 
enemies   

G. K. Chesterton says: “We are commanded to love our neighbours and our enemies; they are 
generally the same people”.  This is very true for all of us.  It is very easy for me to love people from 
China, Japan, Africa, and South America and most Europeans, because I seldom come in contact with 
them and therefore, they are unlikely to offend or injure me.  But it is my neighbours, those among 
whom I live and work, who are the ones most liable to injure me, and thus become my enemies. 

Charity begins at home.  Or should I say love begins at home.  Because, it is here, that love 
should be learnt and practiced.  Love is the first and foremost necessity, for Christian peace in the 
home.  Husband and wife must learn to understand, and tolerate, each other’s foibles and faults.  If 
one partner offends the other, in what the other would regard as something serious, the offended 
partner should not demand an apology, but,  should show forgiveness before the other partner has to 
humbly apologise.  Not easy!.  

No two persons in whole world, not even identical twins, can agree on all things, so it is vain 
and unrealistic to expect even one partner to agree with the other in all things.     Christian love alone 
can cover the multitude of faults of both partners. 

If there is peace and harmony between husband and wife, as there will be if both have 
Christian love, then the children, also will learn to be understanding and forgiving.  Such a home, will 
be truly happy, even if it has only a little of the world’s riches. 

Our love must spread from the home to our neighbours, that is, to all whom we encounter and 
have contact.  It is easy to get on with most people, but in every neighbourhood, village and town, 
there will always be those who are difficult.  There will be the dishonest, the quarrelsome, the critic of 
everyone and everything.  It is when we have dealings with such people, that all our Christian love is 
necessary.  Most likely, we will never be able to change their ways of behaviour, but love, will enable 
us to tolerate their faults, and will move us to pray for their eternal welfare.   

Life for many, if not for most people, has many dark, gloomy and despairing moments.  The 
man or woman, who is moved by true Christian love, can bring a beam of sunshine, a ray of hope, into 
the lives of these people.  Try the sunny smile of true love.     The word of Christian encouragement.  
The helping hand of true charity.  And not only will you brighten the darkness and lighten the load of 
your neighbour, but you will be imitating, in your own small way, the perfect Father of love who is in 
heaven. 


