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 You get to the counter and they are just closing.  ‘Can I get a ticket or pay this in, its 

really important.’  ‘No, we close at 5.00, it is more than my job is worth to do anything 

now.’ 

 Driving your pregnant wife to hospital and the police stop you.  ‘You are going over 

the speed limit.’  ‘But I have to get her to hospital.’ ‘Sorry, that is no excuse, wait while I 

write the ticket and check your details.’  (I might be being a bit harsh on the police here.) 

 But you know what I mean.  It is the ‘jobsworth’ approach to life, that only does 

exactly what they are instructed, with no idea of being helpful or using their imagination 

or initiative. 

 My aunt was furious when she had spent ages persuading her sons to go to the 

church for confession (this was some years ago), and when they arrived the housekeeper 

said, ‘He’s having his tea, go away.’ That was the end of their attempts at confession. 

 But there is something comfortable about just doing what we have been told. It 

feels safe.  Life can be more comfortable that way.  Less risk. 

 Jesus, today, is injecting a bit of challenge into the path to the Kingdom.  He takes 

the ten commandments, some of them, and starts to go through what they really mean.  

He says clearly before he starts that he is not here to abolish the Law (of which the Ten 

Commandments are a part) but to fulfil them.  However, what he now asks for is a much 

deeper interpretation, an idea of a ‘greater justice,’ 

He is reaching for something more, and in doing so he is asking us to reach for more as 

well. 

 St. Paul says that we are no longer living under the Law but the Spirit.  This is what 

Jesus is expressing here, a Spirit-led way of life.  

 He takes two of the commandments today.  Thou shalt not kill first.  Ok, so most of 

us do not do that.  Can we then sit back and feel satisfied?  Jesus says, look beyond that to 

what it is to hate your brother. What it is to act angrily towards another.  What it is to live 

without peace in your life, without being reconciled to those around you.  He is looking 

for a deeper, greater sense of justice.  The commandment says do not kill, but conscience 

means we have to go deeper into how we live with others. 

 Then again with adultery.  Some of us may have committed this, some not.  But 

even if we have not, how do we see others?  What respect do we have for other?  What is 

in our hearts when we look at others? 

 Jesus is issuing a much deeper challenge here about what it is find the way to 

heaven. 

 Do you remember that saying about entering by the narrow gate?  When he asks us 

to use our consciences and or initiative about our faith.  Not just following rules, the Ten 

Commandments or Church rules, but thinking what they mean to me, how they can be 

truly lived in my life.  Taking charge of my faith.  This is a harder road.  But it is an adult 

one. 

 This is meeting Jesus and saying, having reflected on your words this is how I see 

what you are asking of me.  It is harder path, but a liberating one as well, and a fulfilling 

one too.  It is where we say, I am following you Jesus because it makes sense to me, not 

because I have been told to do so or just because it has become a habit. 


