
Fr Hugh’s Homily for 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Racial Justice Sunday) 

 
In the film Ali, one of the opening scenes is a young Mohammed Ali, then Cassius Clay, 

being dragged to the back of the bus as black people had to sit at the back, and when he gets 

into that crowded space, even though there was plenty of room in the white section, he reads 

the front of someone’s newspaper about a black man being killed because of his colour. 

 From that moment on, even though he is very young, he is starting to think about why 

he is discriminated against as a black person.  As the film goes on and the Ali role is then 

taken by Will Smith, he makes a stand, or a series of stands.  He rejects his name, which he 

calls a slave name, and becomes Mohammed Ali, he refuses to join the ‘white man’s army’ 

and fight in Vietnam, and nearly ends up in prison, and he rejects the pictures of a ‘white 

Jesus’ that he sees in all his churches, and becomes a Muslim. 

 The discrimination, that is always there in his life, alienates him from his society.  He 

can see from his earliest years that his society was rejecting him. 

 (Remember that one of the main themes of the gospels is that the more Jesus preaches 

the Gospel, the Good News, he is rejected.  He is considered different and dangerous.) 

 It is this seeing people as different for no good reason, but purely out of prejudice that 

we are praying about his weekend and asking to be released from ourselves. 

  I was at a CARJ (Campaign for Racial Justice) meeting a few years ago and 

one period was spent in people talking about how they had been rejected in their own parish 

because of the colour of their skin.  And I know a couple who are mixed race who attended 

the cathedral some years ago and when it came to the sign of peace people would not shake 

their hands. 

 The theme of this weekend is ‘All are included in the mission of Christ and his 

Church. Let us walk together, pray together and work together.’ 

 What we have to discover is the joy in bringing difference together.  The wealth of 

experience that we get when we benefit from  sharing our different cultures, races, religions, 

and orientations. 

 Go back 2500 years to the Isaiah piece we heard today.  “Do away with the yoke, the 

clenched fist, the wicked word.’ 

 ‘Share your bread, what you have, with others and so on.’ 

If we do this, then ‘our light will rise in the darkness.’ 

 What the film showed clearly was that injustice breeds hatred.  Racial injustice does 

just the same.  And we cannot just say, ‘That is not me.’  ‘I don’t do that, or I am not like 

that.’  We have to be alert to how we speak, think and behave.   

 If you remember the lady-in-waiting, recently, who insulted a woman guest because 

of her colour, even though she did not intend it.  I know she was horrified that she had done 

so.  She apologized.  But we have to careful of how we treat others. 

 We have to want to welcome everyone, in church and beyond. 

We want our church and ourselves to be a light to all those who feel discrimninated against.  

And we have work to do.  But that has to be our aim. 


