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In the last few weeks I have gazed thoughtfully at the river and wondered how high it 

was going to go. I have even been over to the Environmental agency office to see how 

the flood defences are coming along.  They were actually very helpful and 

knowledgeable about it all.  A friend suggested that if I was that worried I should sit in 

the river like King Canute and tell it not to get too high.  (With about as much success 

as King Canute I should think.) 

 And in a positive way this makes me think about Climate Change.  (I had to do a 

‘thought for the day’ for Radio Cumbria this weekend and this was my theme.)  I know 

the thought of Climate Change usually depresses people, but there is another way of 

looking at it.   

 At the Paris Climate Change Conference back in 2015, (where as it happens I 

was unbelievably a reporter for Radio Lancaster, standing on the banks of a canal 

ringing in my reports.  Not exactly like Kate Addie,) one of the most important 

characters was a woman called Christina Figueres who helped it reach the positive 

result it did.  The way she put it was that Climate Change was clearly here.  Most 

countries could now see the affects.  (We did just as the Conference was on in 

December 2015.)  But what about seeing it this way, she said.  We have to make a 

change in how we live, but rather than think of the negative side, what we have to give 

up or feel we are losing, what about seeing it this way: 

 “What do we need to do to share a really exciting future full of opportunity?  

What changes do we need to make that open up these opportunities for ourselves and 

for the futures of our children and grandchildren?)  We’ve clearly got to do something, 

so let’s make the most out of it together.” 

 Change is difficult but it can take us to great places, like when we get married 

and have children.  We can enjoy and benefit from changing to help the planet and each 

other on it.   What has it got to do with the gospel? 

Well, the heart of our gospel today (and in fact all of it) is ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is close at hand.’  As we have said many times, the word ‘repent’ actually 

means ‘to change our minds’ in Greek.  To change the way we see things, assess things, 

and then how we act. 

 It is calling for a change of way of life, a change based on the message Jesus 

gives us in the gospel, that takes us to this wonderful new world that Jesus calls the 

kingdom of heaven, or of God. 

 Along with the Pope in Laudato Si, (Care of Creation), so many of us, Christians 

and others, have come to see that our spiritual lives and God’s creation are part of a 

whole. 

 In days past we only saw this as about our spiritual lives, but we see now that the 

whole of us, each of us as a whole being, and the whole of creation are interlinked. 

 When Jesus calls us to follow him to heaven, he is thinking, of course, about our 

life with the Trinity after we share in the resurrection, but he is also thinking about 

preserving that gift of creation he has given us.  The kingdom of heaven is here he says 

to us.  Our world is part of it. 


