
 

DEACON GEORGE’S HOMILY FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
 

The Gospels provide us with a great deal of information about the human Person of Christ.  They provide 
enough information, to enable someone to write his biography.  However, in today’s Gospel reading, there 
are two important declarations that reinforce each other, for they establish the divine element of the 
Person of Christ.  “Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.”  And “I saw the 
Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on him.”    
Whatever John the Baptist had intended, the Apostle John wants us today, to ponder on the divinity of 
Christ.  Yes, Jesus is human just like us, having a normal human body, but most importantly, he is actually 
God himself, who has existed since the beginning of time.  Remember, John’s words on Christmas Day, “In 
the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God.    
It is only in John’s Gospel that you will the find the words, lamb of God.     Through John the Baptist’s 
declarations of lamb of God, verses 29 & 36, the Apostle John is drawing us to the Passover, where the 
blood of the Passover lamb was smeared on the doorposts to deliver the Israelites from death in Egypt.  
Later in chap.19, the Apostle John alludes us to Christ’s death, through his words “Not one bone of his will 
be broken;”.  Because these words refer us back to the Paschal Lamb in the Passover meal, in Exod. 12., 
and to the Passover ordinance in verse 36, which instructs how the Passover lamb is to be killed, it says 
“Nor may you break any of its bones.”.  However, this would not explain the whole phrase “takes away 
the sin of the world.”, because the Pascal Lamb did not take sins away.       
The Apostle also wants us to think of the suffering servant of the prophet Isaiah “like a lamb led to the 
slaughterhouse,” and the prophet Jeremiah, “I for my part was like a trustful lamb led to the 
slaughterhouse!”.  Both these great prophets had the vision of the One, who by his sufferings and his 
sacrifice, meekly and lovingly borne, would redeem his people.      
I have also added the following: The lamb of God also reminds us of God’s provision of a male lamb for 
Abraham to sacrifice to God, on the hill of Moriah. And also, seeing as John the Baptist was the son of a 
priest, I draw your attention to the lamb that was offered every morning and evening, in the Temple in 
Jerusalem, for the sins of the people.  However, it was Jesus as Lamb of God, who won liberation from sin, 
just as the old Passover brought liberation from Egypt. 
Now Christian doctrine holds, that a divine Jesus chose to suffer crucifixion at Calvary, as a sign of his full 
obedience to the will of his divine father, and as an agent and servant of God, carrying away the sins of the 
world.     In Christian theology, the words, “Lamb of God” is viewed as both foundational and integral to 
the message of Christianity.  And, the words, “who takes away the sin of the world,” unfolds the salvific 
theme of redemption.  
And now back to the words, “I saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on 
him.”   The Jewish word for spirit is Ruach which means wind.  To the Jew there were three basic ideas of 
Spirit.  The Spirit was power, power like a might rushing wind.  The Spirit was life, the very dynamic 
existence of human being.  The Spirit was God, the power and life of the Spirit was beyond mere human 
achievement and attainment.  And the coming of the Spirit into a person’s life, was the coming of God.  
Above all, it was the Spirit who controlled and inspired the prophets.     
Just as the descent of the Holy Spirit reinforces the divine element of Jesus;  likewise it reinforces the divine 
element in us.  Because the Holy Spirit comes down on us at our baptism, why?  because Jesus, who is God, 
said it would.      
We are each, both human and divine, through the gift of the Holy Spirit who dwells within each one of us.  
We are each a member of the Church: the body of Christ, instituted by Jesus Christ, who is God; and 
founded by the Apostles,  the first to be filled with the Holy Spirit, who is also God.  The Church is also the 
Bride of Christ, which makes it Holy.    
 Whilst preparing this homily, these words from John 1: 36, leapt out at me,   “and John stared hard at him 
and said, “Look, there is the lamb of God”.     Perhaps it was John the Baptist who was the first to see it so.  
Perhaps he was first to have a revelation of the persons of the Trinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. there, 
at the river Jordan.       
And these words remind me of the day, I stared hard at Jesus, the day my journey began. ….  


