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3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

John the Baptist has openly denounced Herod because he had divorced his 
own wife and married his brother’s wife, Herodias.  Herod had John thrown 
into Machaerus, a fortress east of the Dead Sea. And we know that John is not 
released from prison except for his head on a plate for Herod.     

John the Baptist is confused because he preached that the One, would come as 
a strict judge who would bring a fiery judgement, a dispenser of wrath from 
whom people would have to flee. Instead, he hears that Jesus heals the sick, 
blesses the gentle and peacemakers; Jesus tells people to not judge each other 
but indeed love their enemies; and Jesus does not require his disciples to fast 
like John’s disciples do. Jesus’ Messiahship is a world away from that imagined 
by John.      

Therefore, John is confused.  So, John, from his dungeon, sends out his 
disciples to find out whether Jesus is the one prophecy he spoke about, or do 
the people have to wait for someone else.     

When John’s disciples visit Jesus, Jesus does not say, “of course I’m the One.”     
He tells them to pay attention to what is happening. The afflicted are healed, 
the dead are raised to ne life, and the Good News is preached to the poor.    

Note: we hear in our first reading from the prophet Isaiah, that the Messianic 
age is one of great healing.  Is not Jesus then fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy ? 

What Jesus is saying to John’s disciples, is that those who meet Jesus must 
work out for themselves, what he does and says who he is.  This is a decision in 
faith, Jesus cannot make it for anyone. And nor can he make it for John. 

When John’s disciples return to their master in the dungeon, and relay Jesus’ 
answer, does John believe that Jesus is the Christ?  Does he continue to doubt?     
The Gospel does not tell us because the Gospel is more interested in Jesus.      

In Mark’s and Luke’s Gospels there is no suggestion that John the Baptist 
recognised Jesus as the Messiah.  So, this question remains unanswered.  

Jesus says that the least in the kingdom is greater than John.  The basic 
requirement for entering the kingdom, which Jesus inaugurates, is to recognise 
who he is.  The least in the kingdom can do what John cannot do, that is, to 
recognise who Jesus is.  That’s why the least are greater than John.      

The question of John is our question too.  Is Jesus the One for us or are we 
waiting for someone else?  Is the Gospel enough for us?  Is Jesus the true 
answer to our longings.  As I said earlier, this is a decision in faith … Jesus 
cannot make it for us.      

Perhaps this Advent we have a few questions of our own.           


