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Sunday – The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Collect:  

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that, as we are bathed in the new radiance of Your incarnate Word, 

the light of faith, which illumines our minds, 

may also shine through in our deeds. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Luke 2:15-20 

 

Today’s prayer: 

O sweet Child of Bethlehem,  

grant that we may share with all our hearts  

in this profound mystery of Christmas.  

Put into the hearts of all men and women  

this peace for which they sometimes seek so desperately  

and which You alone can give to them.  

Help them to know one another better,  

and to live as brothers and sisters,  

children of the same Father.  

Reveal to them also Your beauty, holiness, and purity.  

Awaken in their hearts  

love and gratitude for Your infinite goodness.  

Join them all together in Your love  

and give us all Your heavenly peace. Amen. 

 

Pope St John XXIII 

 

O come let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

 

http://www.kendalcatholicchurch.uk/


Monday –St Stephen 
Protomartyr 

Patron saint of bricklayers and stonemasons 

 

Collect:  

Grant, Lord, we pray, 

that we may imitate what we worship, 

and so learn to love even our enemies, 

for we celebrate the heavenly birthday 

of a man who knew how to pray even for his persecutors. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 10:17-22 

 

Today’s prayer:  

The gates of heaven opened for St Stephen,  

the first of the martyrs -  

in heaven he wears the crown of victory. 

 

Lord, 

today we celebrate the entrance 

of Saint Stephen into eternal glory. 

He died praying for those who killed him. 

Help us to imitate his goodness 

and to love our enemies. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

St Stephen, Pray for us 

 

Remember too, that St Stephen is the patron saint of altar servers – we 

thank God today for each of our altar servers. We ask Him to continue to 

bless them and encourage them in the work and witness they give to Him as 

good servers of the community at the altar.  Happy feast day! 

Tuesday – St John 
Apostle and Evangelist 

Patron saint of love, loyalty, friendships, and authors 

 

Collect:  

O God, who through the blessed Apostle John 

have unlocked for us the secrets of Your Word, 

grant, we pray, 

that we may grasp with proper understanding 

what he has so marvelously brought to our ears. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  John 20:1a, 2-8 

 

Today’s prayer:  

St John, the apostle and evangelist,  

beloved and chosen of the Lord,  

you were loved by the Lord above the others.  

Jesus Christ, dying on the Cross,  

entrusted His Virgin Mother to you. 

God our Father,  

You have revealed the mysteries of Your Word  

through St John the apostle.  

By prayer and reflection  

may we come to understand the wisdom he taught.  

Through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday – The Holy Innocents 
Martyrs 

Patron Saints of babies  

 

Collect:  

O God, whom the Holy Innocents confessed 

and proclaimed on this day, 

not by speaking but by dying, 

grant, we pray, 

that the faith in You which we confess with our lips 

may also speak through our manner of life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Matthew 2:13-18 

 

Today’s prayer:  

O God, we remember today, 

the slaughter of the holy innocents of Bethlehem by King Herod. 

Receive, we pray, 

into the arms of Your mercy all innocent victims; 

and by Your great might 

frustrate the designs of evil tyrants 

and establish Your rule of justice, love, and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

All you Holy Innocents, Pray for us 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday – St Thomas Becket 
Martyr  

Patron saint of secular clergy (both priests and deacons) who serve 

pastorally in parishes 

 

Collect:  

O God, who gave the Martyr Saint Thomas Becket 

the courage to give up his life for the sake of justice, 

grant, through his intercession, 

that, renouncing our life 

for the sake of Christ in this world, 

we may find it in heaven. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 16:24-27 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Great Saint Thomas, Bishop, Priest, Martyr,  

and sacrificial lamb for the Faith, pray for us. 

You who were a fearless Shepherd of the people of God,  

pray for us to have courage in all the circumstances of our lives,  

to living according to the light that your example gives to our consciences.  

May we be faithful unto death, as you were.  

May we always seek God’s Holy will in our lives. 

Saint Thomas, many were brought to you for healing  

both in your lifetime and especially after your martyrdom,  

please hear and accept my prayers for my loved ones. 

St Thomas pray for us that in Him, and with Him,  

we may live and move and have our being. Amen. 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury, Pray for us 

 

 

 

 



Friday - The Holy Family (Year A) 
 

Collect:  

O God, who were pleased to give us 

the shining example of the Holy Family, 

graciously grant that we may imitate them 

in practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity, 

and so, in the joy of Your house, 

delight one day in eternal rewards. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

 

Today’s prayer: 

O Holy Family of Nazareth,  

make our family one with you.  

Help us to be instruments of peace.  

Grant that love, strengthened by grace,  

may prove mightier  

than all the weaknesses and trials  

through which our families sometimes pass.  

May we always have God at the centre of our hearts and homes  

until we are all one family,  

happy and at peace  

in our true home with you. Amen. 

 

Holy Family of Nazareth, bless, guide and protect our family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday - Seventh Day of Christmas Octave 
Pope St Sylvester 

Patron Saint of the Benedictine Order and of domestic animals! 

 

Collect:  

Almighty ever-living God, 

who in the Nativity of Your Son 

established the beginning and fulfillment of all religion, 

grant, we pray, that we may be numbered 

among those who belong to Him, 

in whom is the fullness of human salvation. 

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Today’s Gospel: John 1:1-18 
 

Todays’s prayer: 

Saint Sylvester, as a St Peter,  

you gained the liberty of Christians 

after three centuries of persecution and shared with them  

the happinessof being able to publicly profess their faith in Jesus Christ. 

You proclaimed His divinity in the face of powerful opposition 

and worked tirelessly to preserve the unity of all who acknowledge  

Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 

Grant your protection especially  

to those who are unjustly deprived of their freedom,  

to those who are victims of oppression and torture, 

to those whose human and civil rights are trampled upon. 

Intercede for them, that God may be 

their refuge and strength in all their trials. 

Help us, after your example, to have the courage of our convictions 

and never betray our faith. 

Be mindful of us and inspire us to imitate your holiness of life. 
 

Saint Sylvester, pray for us. 
 

Pope St Sylvester I, served as Pope from 314 to 335. Medieval legend made 

him responsible for the conversion of emperor Constantine. Among the 

Western churches, the feast day is held on the anniversary of Saint 

Sylvester's death, 31st December, a date that, since the adoption of the 

Gregorian calendar n 1582, has coincided with New Year's Eve.  


