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Sunday - Advent Week 3 (Year A) 
Gaudate Sunday – Rejoice Sunday 

 

Collect:  

O God, who see how Your people 

faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, 

enable us, we pray, 

to attain the joys of so great a salvation 

and to celebrate them always 

with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Lord Jesus, You know that our hearts long for the joy and gladness 

promised by life with You. Help us to remember that You are with us 

always, and that our hearts will rest only when they rest with You. 

 

Holy Spirit, guide the choices we make throughout this week. Help us 

endure hardship. Remind us to be patient. Stifle our tendency to complain. 

Help us realize how much we owe the creator for all we have and all we are. 

 

Father in Heaven, we offer thanks to You for sending St John the Baptist to 

prepare the way for the coming of the Saviour. Help us to heed the Baptist’s 

message to repent and to renew our commitment to live in holiness. 

 

Come Lord Jesus, come.  So often we are impatient for Your coming, yet 

we are fearful of living our lives as one with You. Come and ease our 

anxiety. Come and reward our patience. Come and remove our sorrow. Our 

communities and our world eagerly await the day of Your birth. Come Lord 

Jesus and do not delay! 

 

 

 

http://www.kendalcatholicchurch.uk/


Monday - Advent Week 3 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

Collect:  

Incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, O Lord, 

and, casting light on the darkness of our hearts, 

visit us with the grace of Your Son. 

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Matthew 21:23-27 

 

Today’s prayer:  

Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Mystical Rose, 

Pray for the Church, 

protect Pope Francis, 

help all those who call on you in their need, 

and since you are the ever-Virgin Mary 

and Mother of the true God, 

obtain for us from your most Holy Son 

the grace of keeping our faith, 

of sweet hope in the midst of the bitterness of life, 

of burning charity, 

and the precious gift of final perseverance. Amen. 

 

Our Father.... Hail Mary... Glory Be... 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday – Saint Lucy 
Martyr - Patron saint of the blind 

 

Collect:  

O God, who through Your Only Begotten Son 

have made us a new creation, 

look kindly, we pray, 

on the handiwork of Your mercy, 

and at Your Son’s coming 

cleanse us from every stain of the old way of life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 21:28-32 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Prayer to St Lucy 

 

Saint Lucy, whose beautiful name signifies light,  

may the light of faith which God bestowed upon you, 

increase and preserve His light in my soul, 

So that I may avoid evil, be zealous in the performance 

of good works, nd abhor nothing so much  

as the blindness and the darkness of evil and sin. 

Obtain for me, by your intercession with God, 

perfect vision for my bodily eyes and the grace to use them 

for God’s greater honour and glory and the salvation of souls. 

St Lucy, hear my prayers and obtain my petitions. Amen. 

 

Saint Lucy, Pray for us 

 

Saint Lucy, Lucia of Syracuse was a Christian martyr who died during the 

Diocletianic Persecution. She one of eight women explicitly commemorated 

by Eucharistic Prayer 1.  Lucy, whose name can mean "light" or "lucid.”  

In art, she is often depicted with a golden plate holding her eyes and often 

holds a palm branch, which is a symbol of victory over evil.  

She was born at Syracuse, Italy and died there in c304. 



Wednesday - St John of the Cross 
Religious: Patron saint of mystics, contemplatives and Spanish poets 

 

Collect:  

O God, who gave the Priest Saint John 

an outstanding dedication to perfect self-denial 

and love of the Cross, 

grant that, by imitating him closely at all times, 

we may come to contemplate eternally Your glory. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Luke 14:25-33 

 

Today’s prayer:  

Advent Poem of St John of the Cross 

 

If you want, the Virgin will come walking down the road 

pregnant with the Holy and say, 

“I need shelter for the night. 

Please take me inside your heart, my time is so close.” 

Then, under the roof of your soul, 

you will witness the sublime intimacy, 

the divine, the Christ, taking birth forever, 

as she grasps your hand for help, 

for each of us is the midwife of God, each of us. 

Yes, there, under the dome of your being, 

does creation come into existence eternally, 

through your womb, dear pilgrim, 

the sacred womb of your soul, 

as God grasps our arms for help: 

for each of us is His beloved servant never far. 

If you want, the virgin will come walking down the street, 

pregnant with Light, and sing! 

 

St John of the Cross (24th June 1542 — 14th December 1591) 

He was a Spanish, mysti, and a Carmelite friar. He is a major figure of the 

Counter-Reformation in Spain, and he is one of the thirty-six Doctors of the 

Church.  St John of the Cross, Pray for us 

Thursday – Advent Week 3 
 

Collect:  

Unworthy servants that we are, O Lord, 

grieved by the guilt of our deeds, 

we pray that You may gladden us 

by the saving advent of Your Only-Begotten Son. 

Who lives and reigns with  

You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Luke 7:24-30 

 

Today’s prayer:  

From the very beginning was 

Your Word 

Which spoke this world into being 

Your Word 

Which thunders from the skies 

Your Word 

Which flows like mountain streams 

Your Word 

Which whispers in morning breeze 

Your Word 

Revealed through kings and prophets 

Your Word 

Revealed through Angels' praise 

Your Word 

Revealed in humble service 

Your Word 

Revealed through a tiny child 

Your Word 

Alive from the beginning of all things 

And to eternity. 

 

Saving God, who came to Earth for us,  

we praise You for Your everlasting love,  

Your endless patience,  

and for the greatest gift You could possibly give to us,  

the possibility of Salvation through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 



Friday - Advent Week 3 
 

Collect:  

May Your grace, almighty God, 

always go before us and follow after, 

so that we, who await with heartfelt desire 

the coming of Your Only-Begotten Son, 

may receive Your help both now and in the life to come. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 5:33-36 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Gracious God, You have done so much for us 

And we so little in return 

You ask for humility 

And we are often a proud people 

You ask for willingness 

And we are often a stubborn people 

You ask for repentance 

And we are often a deaf people 

You ask for service 

And we are often a busy people 

Gracious God, You want the best for us 

Teach us obedience 

Grant us forgiveness 

That we, like Mary 

Might be your willing servants. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday – Advent Week 3 
17th December – From today our anticipation of Christ’s impending birth intensifies 

 

Collect:  

O God, Creator and Redeemer of human nature, 

who willed that Your Word should take flesh 

in an ever-virgin womb, 

look with favour on our prayers, 

that Your Only Begotten Son, 

having taken to Himself our humanity, 

may be pleased to grant us a share in His divinity. 

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Today’s Gospel: Matthew 1:1-17 
 

Today’s prayer: 

The days from 17th to the 23rd December make up a special time and during these 

days at Evening Prayer there are special antiphons, or vesres,that are read or 

sung before the Magnificat, they are known as the ‘O Antiphons’.  (The 24th 

December is Christmas Eve and Vespers for that evening marks the beginning of 

the Christmas Celebrations.)  

The exact origin of the ‘O Antiphons’ is not known. Boethius (c. 480-524) made a 

reference to them, thus telling us they were in use in his day. At the Benedictine 

abbey of Fleury they were recited by the abbot and other abbey leaders in 

descending rank, and then a gift was given to each member of the community. By 

the eighth century, they are in use in the liturgical celebrations in Rome. We can 

conclude that in some fashion the ‘O Antiphons’ have been part of our liturgical 

tradition as they were of the early Church. The importance of the ‘O Antiphons’ is 

twofold: Each one highlights a title for the Messiah: and each one refers to the 

prophecy of Isaiah of the coming of the Messiah.  

We will use them over then next seven days for our daily prayer and reflection in 

anticipation of of the Messiah’s birth at Christmas. 
 

O Sapientia…  

O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, You govern all creation with Your strong yet 

tender care. Come and show Your people the way to salvation.  
 

Isaiah had prophesied; The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him: a spirit of 

wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of 

knowledge and fear of the Lord, and His delight shall be the fear of the Lord. 

(Isaiah 11:2-3), and Wonderful is His counsel and great is His wisdom. (Isaiah 

28:29).   

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay! 


