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Sunday - Advent Week 2 (Year A) 
 

Collect:  

Almighty and merciful God, 

may no earthly undertaking hinder those 

who set out in haste to meet Your Son, 

but may our learning of heavenly wisdom 

gain us admittance to His company. 

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Jesus, I believe You are the Son of God,  

that You died on the Cross to restore me to the Father.  

I choose now to turn from my sins,  

my self-centeredness,  

and every part of my life that does not please You.  

I choose You.  

I give myself to You.  

I receive Your forgiveness  

and ask You to take Your rightful place in my life  

as my Savior and Lord. 

Come reign in my heart, fill me with Tour love and Your life,  

and help me to become a person who is truly loving—a person like You.  

Lord Jesus, live in me.  

Love through me.  

Make me new. Amen. 
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Monday – Advent Week 2 
 

Collect:  

May our prayer of petition 

rise before You, we pray, O Lord, 

that, with purity unblemished, 

we, Your servants, may come, as we desire, 

to celebrate the great mystery 

of the Incarnation of your Only Begotten Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Luke 5:17-26 

 

Today’s prayer:  

Gracious and loving God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  

We praise You  

for how wide, 

how high,  

and how deep is Your vast love for all people.  

Incarnate in Jesus,  

You offered Your life for the healing of the world  

through the forgiveness of all our sins.  

Your arms outstretched on the Cross  

embrace us all  

as Your love transcends  

our divisions and differences. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay! 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday – St Nicholas of Myra 
Bishop 

Patron saint of sailors, children, wolves and pawnbrokers 

—as well as the inspiration for the figure of Santa Claus. 

 

Collect:  

We humbly implore Your mercy, Lord: 

protect us in all dangers 

through the prayers of the Bishop Saint Nicholas, 

that the way of salvation may lie open before us. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Luke 10:1-9 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Saint Nicholas, faithful disciple of Jesus Christ, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, example of Christian love, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, helper of the poor and needy, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, champion of orphans and widows, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, protector of those who sail at sea, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, defender of the true faith, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, patron of children around the world, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, secret giver of gifts, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, the great wonderworker, pray for us. 

Saint Nicholas, our friend in Heaven, pray for us. 

Amen 

 

 

Saint Nicholas of Myra, also known as Nicholas of Bari, was born on 15th 

March 270 at Patara, Turkey.  He was an early Christian bishop of Greek 

descent from the maritime city of during the time of the Roman Empire. 

Because of the many miracles attributed to his intercession, he is also 

known as Nicholas the Wonderworker. He died on 6th December 343 at 

Myra, Turkey 

 



Wednesday - St Ambrose of Milan 
Bishop 

Patron saint of Milan, bees, beekeepers and candle makers 

 

Collect:  

O God, who made the Bishop Saint Ambrose 

a teacher of the Catholic faith 

and a model of apostolic courage, 

raise up in Your Church men after Your own heart 

to govern her with courage and wisdom. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  John 10:11-16 

 

Today’s prayer:  

Lord, teach me to seek You,  

and reveal Yourself to me when I seek You.  

For I cannot seek You unless You first teach me,  

nor find You unless You first reveal Yourself to me.  

Let me seek You in longing and long for You in seeking.  

Let me find You in love and love You in finding. 

 

St Ambrose of Milan  

 

St Ambrose, Pray for us 

 

St Ambrose, (339, in Augusta Treverorum, Belgica, Gaul [now Trier, 

Germany] - 397, Milan). Hde was the bishop of Milan, biblical scholar, and 

the initiator of ideas that provided a model for medieval conceptions of 

church–state relations. His literary works have been acclaimed as 

masterpieces of Latin eloquence, and his musical accomplishments are 

remembered in his many hymns. Ambrose is also remembered as the 

teacher who converted and baptised St. Augustine of Hippo, the great 

Christian theologian.  St Ambrose was a model bishop who viewed the 

church as rising above the ruins of the Roman Empire. 

 
 

Thursday – The Immaculate Conception 

 

Collect:  

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

prepared a worthy dwelling for Your Son, 

grant, we pray, that as You preserved her from every stain 

by virtue of the Death of Your Son, which You foresaw, 

so, through her intercession, 

we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to Your presence. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Luke 1:29-38 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Act of Joy in the Immaculate Conception 

 

Hail, glorious Virgin, Morning-star that outshines the sun,  

gracious Mother of my God,  

sweeter than the dropping honeycomb:  

you are that fair one  

in comparison with whom all beauty is pale and dim;  

you are redder than the rose and more dazzling white than the lily;  

all virtues adorn you,  

you are purer than the seraphim;  

and every Saint gives you honour,  

you who are the highest honour of our race 

having the higher throne in the heavens. Amen. 

 

A prayer recited by St Gertrude and St Mechitildi,  

expressing our love of Mary  

and beautifully honours her virtues. 

 

 

 



Friday - St Juan Diego Cuauhtatoatzin 
Confessor 

Patron saint of indigenous peoples of the Americas  

 

Collect:  

O God, who by means of Saint Juan Diego showed 

the love of the most holy Virgin Mary for Your people, 

grant, through his intercession, 

that, by following the counsels our Mother gave at Guadalupe, 

we may be ever constant in fulfilling Your will. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 11:16-19 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Prayer to St. Juan Diego 

 

Blessed St Juan Diego, 

You who were chosen by Our Lady of Guadalupe 

as an instrument to show your people and the world 

that the way of Christianity is one of love, compassion,  

understanding, values, sacrifices, repentance of our sins, 

appreciation and respect for God's creation, 

and most of all one of humility and obedience. 

You who we know is now in the Kingdom of the Lord  

and close to our Mother, 

be our angel and protect us, 

stay with us as we struggle in this modern life 

not knowing most of the time where to set our priorities. 

Help us to pray to our God  

to obtain the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

and use them for the good of humanity and the good of the Church, 

through the Heart of Our Lady of Guadalupe to the Heart of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for us 

Saint Juan Diego, Pray for us 

Saturday – Our Lady of Loretto 
 

 

Collect:  

Grant us, O merciful God, 

protection in our weakness, 

that we, who keep the Memorial of the holy Mother of God, 

may, with the help of her intercession, 

rise up from our iniquities. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Luke 1:26-38 

 

Today’s prayer:  

Prayer to Our Lady of Loreto  

 

O God, whose ever-watchful Providence rules all things,  

we humbly implore You  

through the prayer of the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of Your Son,  

to remove from us whatever is harmful  

and to bestow on us only that which will be helpful.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Lady of Loreto, Pray for us 

 

Pope Francis decreed that the feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto be 

observed as an optional memorial on December 10th.  He said that the 

Shrine of the Holy House of Loreto, venerated by generations of pilgrims 

and honoured by numerous Popes: 

 “recalls the mystery of the Incarnation, leading all those who visit it to 

consider ‘the fullness of time’, when God sent His Son, born of a woman, as 

well as to meditate both on the words of the Angel announcing the Good 

News and on the words of the Virgin in response to the divine call”. 

 
 


