
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent Homily 
 

Because I love history I would love to go into lengthy detail about Ahaz (from the 

first reading) and his relationship with the Assyrian Emperor Tiglath Pileser III.  

But I won’t, you will be glad to hear, but you have to admit the emperor has a great 

name.  What stands out from Ahaz is simply that when God speaks to him his 

answer is, ‘No.’ 

 Now turn to the gospel.  And Matthew is different in that the main character 

in his story here, besides Jesus, is Joseph, not Mary.  Now when God speaks to 

Joseph through the angel, even though it is putting Joseph, a righteous man, in a 

very difficult position, what does Joseph do? ‘When Joseph woke up he did what 

the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.’ 

 There’s a lot going on in Joseph’s life at this point and a lot hanging on his 

answer, for Mary, for the baby, and in fact for humanity, though he does not get this 

last.  First of all he has to accept that it is an angel in his dream and this is a special 

message.  Then he has to accept that if he accepts this he will have to do exactly 

what society does not approve of.  Then he has to take on what would appear to be 

another man’s child, and that this child is somehow the Emmanuel of the scriptures.  

Joseph trusts and acts on that trust. 

 Ahaz simply says, ‘No.’ 

Clearly we are getting a lesson here in the comparison between the two responses.  

Now St. Paul, who is writing to the new Roman Church, is breaking down for them 

what this new faith, Christianity, is all about.  Who this Jesus, who he is asking 

them to believe in, really is.  He binds together in this 'Son of God’, a human being 

who is human a descendant of King David, and the Christ who through the ‘order 

of the spirit and the spirit of holiness’ is divine, which is proclaimed through his 

resurrection.  This is the core of our belief, or at least a start. 

 What do we do with this faith?  It depends on how we respond.  Like Ahaz, or 

like Joseph?  Ahaz a king, Joseph a carpenter. 

 Paul’s critical phrase here is ‘the obedience of faith.’  As I have said before, in 

Greek the word obedience is of the same origin as the word ‘to listen.’  So whereas 

we see obedience as someone forcing us to do something, in Greek it has more of a 

connotation of listening to a request (or demand) and responding.  How do we 

respond?  ‘No’ or like Joseph we take Mary and Jesus to our home. 

 Perhaps in this last week before Christmas we might find a chance to think for 

a moment, (perhaps as I look at the crib), How have I responded to the incarnation, 

to the Son of God being among us?  And have I truly taken Jesus, and his mother, 

to my home, or we could say ‘into my life?  Have I listened?  And what effect has 

that and is that having? 


