
 

 

FR HUGH’S HOMILY FOR 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

The system under which the rich man and the steward were working was 

not unlike the Mafia in The Godfather. 

 

The rich man in the gospel is Don Corleone, whose organisation covers 

large areas of New York and beyond.  Certain areas are run for him by 

local gangsters (our steward), let’s call him Vince.  They run the books 

and collect the protection money.  So one day Don Corleone’s consigliere 

(Robert Duval -Tom Hagen in the film) gets to hear that Vince is creaming 

money off the top.  Vince realises that his number is up and to help him 

when he is on the run, he lets a load of the businesses and restaurants he is 

taking protection money from off their payments. 

 Don Corleone gets to hear of it, and far from being upset realises that 

this Vince is a guy he could use, as his son Michael will use him later.  

Vince is smart and in the words of the gospel, astute. 

 What you can see is that they are both good at what they do.  They 

have put their talents, their gifts, to the use of the Master they have chosen.  

In their world they are successful, to be admired.  They know what works 

and what needs to be done to achieve it. 

 Don Corleone and Vince, if asked what Master they have chosen, 

might say ‘family,’ but in fact have chosen money.  Even though they are 

all meant to be Catholics in the film, they have not chosen God. 

 But what if these gifted guys had chosen God.  What if in heir early 

days (or even later) they had chosen a different path?  How often has a 

teacher looked at a child and said, ‘Well, he, usually a ‘he’ in these cases, 

will either end up in prison or be Prime Minister.’ 

 The gospel is asking us a number of things. Perhaps the most 

important is, how do we use the gifts we have?  Again as we have been 

asked in previous weeks, what is the aim, the most important goal in our 

lives?  Hopefully expecting the answer: being with God.  To put the gifts 

we have towards this goal. 

 But what the gospel does point out as well is that most of us live in 

the real world.  We may have chosen God but we still live among all that 

this world is, good and bad.  So it goes on to look at how we use what this 

world provides.  It does not asks to become hermits, but it does ask us to 

think about what we do with what we have. 

 And at the same time says, the way we behave in the two worlds 

cannot be different.  We cannot be murdering people while we are 



 

 

attending a baptism (back to The Godfather).  Probably not common in 

Kendal.  As one of my Jesuit professors in Rome said, ‘If you are a 

dishonest student, you will be a dishonest priest.’  He was a very scary guy 

called Fr. Ska.  Could be a Bond villain’s name. 

 As we are reflecting on the Queen’s life just now, she was a person, 

of some wealth and position, who nevertheless never failed to state that her 

faith was what guided her.  In all of her Christmas messages at 3.00 on 

Christmas Day, whether life was going well or badly, she would always 

explain that it was her faith that guided her and carried her through. 

 With her very public attendance at church as well, she showed 

everyone that this was something she lived as well as just spoke about. 

 The first reading, from the 8th century BC, by Amos, reminds us that 

the same temptations to abuse power and to oppress the weak and the poor 

are there in every generation.  That the temptation to rise to power or 

positions of importance by treading on the lives of others, is one that 

appears in every generation, ours as well.   

 For the Christian, our idea of success has to be rooted in God and not 

worldly success, summed up in the gospel as money.  And if we want to 

preach the gospel with our lives then that is how we have to strive to live,  

using all that this world has to offer to do so. 

 But as Michael, the son in The Godfather found out, it is a temptation 

that is hard to resist. 

  

  

  


