
 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In today’s Gospel, it would appear at first sight that the demands that Christ makes 
on our love, are not easy.  To love our enemies is asking a great deal of us.  
However, before we give up in despair let us look more closely at the demand that is 
made. 
Before we can obey his demand, we must discover what this love means.  The 
Greeks have four words to describe love.  The Greek word: Eros, is the passionate 
love between man and woman.  Phileo, is the love that binds two people together, 
as in marriage, and in friendships.  Storgos is the love of parents and children, as in 
affection, and family ties.  But the love that Jesus means, is Agape, divine love.  The 
first three loves are natural and exist within all of us. Whilst Agape is a gift from 
God.   
Agape describes an active feeling of benevolence towards the other person.  It 
means, that no matter what that person does to us, we will never allow ourselves to 
see, anything but their goodness.  And we will always set out purposely, to be good 
and kind to them.  And, no matter what that person does to us, even if they insult 
us, ill-treat us, or injure us, we will still see nothing but their goodness.       
The love we give to our dear ones is something we cannot help, it’s natural.  That is 
why we say, we fall in love, because it is something that happens to us.  But our 
agape love to our enemies, is not only something of the heart, it is also something of 
our will.  It is something which, by the grace of Christ, we may will ourselves to do.  
Now, the Christian ethic is something positive.  It doesn’t consist of not doing things, 
it consists of doing them.  The essence of Christian conduct is that it consists not in 
refraining from bad things but in actively doing good things.  It is fairly easy, to keep 
yourself from doing bad things but it is a very difficult thing, to go out of your way to 
do to others, what you would want them to do to you.      
The Christian ethic is also based on the extra thing.  In the Gospel, Jesus describes 
the common ways of sensible conduct but then dismisses them with, “what thanks 
can you expect?”.   
So often, we claim to be just as good as our neighbours and very likely we are.  But 
the question Jesus is asking, how much better are you than the ordinary person?  It 
is not the neighbour with whom we must compare ourselves, it is Jesus with whom 
we must compare.  And in that comparison, we are all in default.  
So, what is the reason for this Christian conduct, of loving our enemies.  The reason 
is, that it makes us more like Jesus for that is the way God always acts.  God sends 
his rain on the just and the unjust. He is kind to the person who brings him joy and 
equally kind to the person who grieves his heart.  God’s love embraces the saint and 
sinner alike.  It is that love, that we must copy.      
As followers of Jesus, we are challenged to be stubbornly gracious, to be determined 
to care for our enemy’s welfare, and to refuse to pay back violence with violence.  
For hatred can only be defeated by love, injury can only be healed by forgiveness, 
and evil controlled by goodness.  This may not seem like conventional wisdom, but it 
is Jesus’ wisdom.  For in his wisdom, Jesus always confused his enemies with love.   
Agape is a gift from God … for each one of us.               


