
 

 

3rd Sunday Ordinary Time Homily 

 
I have a problem this week because what I want to say 

includes next week’s gospel as well so I might have 

nothing to say next week, which you might think is not 

such a bad thing. 

 But what I want to think about is, if all is going so 

well in the gospel today, Jesus is standing up for the first 

time in the synagogue and all eyes are upon him (remember when his parents 

found him in the Temple and he is impressing the teachers there, much the 

same), why by the end of next week’s gospel are they trying to throw him off a 

cliff?  

 This is one reason I think. 

 

There are some phrases in the gospels we hear regularly but I let them wash 

over me as they don’t seem part of the story, that important, and I am not quite 

sure what they mean.  And there is one of these at the end of today’s gospel. 

‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.” 

And I used to think,  

‘Well, I do not see any convicts being freed or blind seeing, nor did the people 

in the synagogue just at that moment.’ 

So what is Jesus getting at? 

And the answer is, must be: Jesus is not talking about the actual details of the 

bit of scripture he was reading, though they are important to his ministry, he is 

actually speaking of the whole of the Old Testament scriptures. 

What he is saying to them, though they don’t quite understand, is that with his 

arrival, the whole of the scriptures are coming to life. 

He is the embodiment of them. 

 That is why St. John can call him ‘the Word’ because he is the message of 

the scriptures come to life. 

 

This is partly what Vatican II was trying to underline for us when it asked us, as 

Catholics, to put equal emphasis on the word and the Eucharist, because Jesus 

is equally present in the word as he is in the bread and wine we consecrate. 

 

What tends to frighten people is change.  Doing well-accepted things in a new 

way.  Old habits are threatened.  And every reading we listen to today is about a 

new beginning. 

It is about a new realisation of how God is present to us.  This is what those in 

the synagogue don’t quiet get but are starting to realise, and they don’t like it.  

Nor do they trust that someone so well-known to them as Jesus should attempt 

it. 



 

 

 

In the first reading, when the Israelites have just returned from Exile in Babylon 

and have had the freedom to rebuild the Temple, they are now secure with a 

new city with city walls, and a place to worship, the Temple.  But these are just 

structures.  What renews the people is in listening to the Law, the word of God, 

and agreeing to abide by it.  It is not in the brick and stone, but in the hearts of 

the people that the relationship with God is built.  Their saying ‘yes,’ their tears 

of emotion, is/are their renewal. 

 In the gospel, another form of renewal is taking place that the Jews at the 

time, as I say, are just catching on to. 

 For them, the gathering in the synagogue every Sabbath, and the listening 

to the Scriptures being read, was their weekly link to God. 

 Now, suddenly, this young man who they all knew so well stands up and 

reads to them, and at first they are very impressed.  Just like we are with some 

of our young readers. 

 But how would we respond if one of them said, ‘Move over Fr. Hugh, I 

am what the Mass is all about.’  (I, for one, would not be so impressed.) 

 So the mood changes in the verses after this, when they start to realise 

what Jesus is claiming.  ‘I am the fulfilment of all God’s promises to you in the 

scriptures.’ 

 What Jesus is carrying out is again a renewal of Judaism, but this time an 

even more radical one. 

 This time he is claiming to take the place both of the Temple and the 

scriptures.  Or at least he is bringing to life, in himself, the promise made by the 

scriptures. 

 

 This is what we have to grasp as Christians, and why some will say, 

Christians are not like Muslims and Jews as we are not a religion of the Book 

but of a person, Jesus Christ. 

 Our relationship is with a living person, who is the image of God, as St. 

Paul says, and indeed God made visible to us. 

 

To get across the revolution in humanity’s relationship with God is what the 

gospels are all about, and that is why both this gospel of Luke, and the Acts of 

the Apostles, begins with this introduction we heard today.   

 ‘I write this to explain to your Excellency how well-founded is the 

teaching that you have received.’   

Not just to tell a story, but to explain that in the arrival of Jesus something more 

fundamental to our being as humanity has taken place than, as one theologian 

put it, than even the emergence of language.  Because in Jesus Christ as the 

embodiment of all that it is to be God and all that we have been promised, we 

can actually love God. 


