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!ǳǘǳƳƴΧ ǿƛǘƘ aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ [ƻǾŜƭȅ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ YŜƴŘŀƭΗ 

Dear Friends: 

 It was so good to see so many of you this summer during my stay!  Whenever I come to Kendal, 

it feels as if I never left.  Despite the oddness of our second pandemic summer (and the fact that my 

trip began with quarantine and ended with my seventh COVID test in eight weeks!), it was a wonderful 

visit.  I was able to attend Mass and the penitential service, my house group and the prayer group 

(more about the latter this issue).  It was particularly gratifying to hear from so many readers of this 

magazine who enjoy it and look forward to each issue.  Thank you for the suggestions (the puzzle pages 

are back).  This is the thirteenth since the relaunch and Raymond and I really do have fun putting it 

together! 

 I have, as you know, two parishes, one there and one here in the US.  The comparison between 

the two has never been starker, as attendance is way down at my US parish and is very healthy indeed 

ŀǘ Iƻƭȅ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ϥ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

parishioners there include people of all ages.  My US parish is, for the most part, very elderly.  This is a 

particular concern because we are so active in our urban ministry.  People here have been keeping a 

lot of balls in the air and I do not see younger people coming to join the ranks, which makes me fear for 

the future stability of all the worthy projects we have established.  So, although I know everyone there 

longs for a return to the social side of things post-Mass and during the week, know that, to these eyes, 

everything at HTSG is going swimmingly well! 

 I came back to the extreme weather which I know many of you will have seen on the news.  

Hurricane Ida, after causing all that destruction in the South, moved up and killed more people in my 

state of New Jersey ~ twenty-nine ~ than in any other state and spawned three tornadoes here which 

leveled homes and uprooted trees.  One touched down in my town and then skipped over the 

Delaware River to cause more havoc in Pennsylvania.  The river flooded and deposited flotsam all over 

the place.  There was a massive island of debris which needed to be broken up by volunteers in boats.  

A work colleague lost both her home and her car.  The force of nature flexed its muscles with a 

vengeance, and climate change is making everything worse year by year.  We need to become better 

stewards of the earth, anŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳǊǊȅΧΦ 

 It seems to have become a tradition to start our autumn issue with an apology to Jenny Davies!  

Although I credited her as a contributor in our summer issue, my cranky computer ate her article 

before we went to print!  Sorry yet AGAIN, Jenny!  I have given you pride of place this time just after Fr. 

HughΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ (and your cartoon can be found later in the issue)!  Thanks to our other contributors 

Raymond Daley, Pamela Boyes, Jill Clough, /ƘǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ 5Ω!ǊŎȅΣ Anne Brown, Sue MacDonald, 

Kathleen Hargreaves and Malcolm Nightingale, this issue is our meatiest yet.  And we are starting 

another regular feature, ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ WƻȅŎŜ wǳǇǇΩǎ book Boundless 

Compassion: Creating a Way of Life; she is a great favourite at my retreat house.  

 Thanks again for the warm welcome this summer and I hope you enjoy this lovely time of year! 

Celeste 



It was wonderful to have the whole school in church 

for a Harvest/Creation Mass for the first time since COVID 

began.  The questions that come up in such a Mass, our care 

for creation and changing our lifestyles to help, are ones that 

the children get very clearly.  Partly good teaching but also 

because they are subjects that can make sense to you at all 

different levels.  Whether they all know it or not, it is more 

about their future than that of us older ones, that we are 

discussing and praying about here. 

 What was also so good was that sense of being able 

to do things together again, which COVID sort of stamped on.  

Wǳǎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ΨōǳōōƭŜǎΩ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

COVID-y preservation methodsΧ.  They may have worked well, but it made school very difficult to 

organize, and of course so many have lost time in school because if one in your bubble was ill, the 

whole bubble had to go off. 

 In church it is still a little difficult to assess exactly how to proceed.  Some people, often with 

families, are used to being out and about now and so less worried.  But many are still worried, and so it 

is a balance as to how far we can make more space open in church without worrying people who are 

regular attenders. We will see how it goes. 

 The feast of St. Francis, which we have just 

celebrated, was the end of Creation Time, which 

the Pope has asked us to mark every year.  

However, with the Climate Change Conference 

COP 26 coming up in November in Glasgow, we 

need to keep the issue very much at the forefront 

of our minds and continue to pray that the 

countries with the most power, both militarily and 

economically, and with literally the most 

power/energy being used, will be ready to make 

generous offers to curtails their CO2 emissions. 

 Meanwhile, our own weather seems to have taken a turn for the worse, but not surprising 

really as we are now into October.  After a pretty dry summer in many ways, the very wet last weeks 

have been a bit of a shock. 

 As for the buildings, we are still waiting for an agreement to have a stone removed at the front 

so they can check why the stone is cracking.  I do not have much faith in this process, but the Historic 

Churches Commission have demanded it.  It seems they have to cut a piece ready to slot in which does 

make sesne and the price offered recently was very high.  At the same time, the roof ridge tiles on the 

Parish Centre are badly worn and we had to get permission from the Historic Churches again because, 

although it was only built in 1980s, it is attached to the main church so comes under their authority.   I 

am sure this Commission plays a vital role somewhere, but it has done us little favour so far.  However, 

we will eventually see, and no doubt all this will be worthwhile. 

 As it is October, remember it is a month of Our Lady, of the Rosary in fact, so if you are not used 

to praying it, which many are not, give it a try.   

 God bless and enjoy the autumn which can give us the most beautiful days (if not today!) 

 



IŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ WŜƴƴȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΗ  .ŜǘǘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜ than never! 

All Hail the Fair Cab Fare 

In the days of horse-drawn cabs, how 

were fares calculated? 

Before the nineteenth century, the most 

common way to travel in a city was on foot.  In 

London, those who could afford it might use a 

wherry or ferry on the Thames.  Only the wealthy 

could afford to own a horse and carriage. 

By 1815, 1,300 hackney carriages ς which 

could pick up passengers from the roadside ς 

were permitted in London.  In 1831, the Hackney 

Carriage Act lifted restrictions so there were more than 5,000 by the middle of the century.  

Fares were based on the distance from Charing Cross, which was considered to be the centre of 

London. It was sixpence a mile or part of a mile, for two passengers within a four-mile radius of Charing 

Cross; a shilling per mile beyond four miles from Charing Cross.  For every additional adult, sixpence 

extra was charged.  Two children under the age of ten counted as one adult. 

¢ƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻw the geography of London.  In a bid to 

clarify matters, publisher William Mogg issued his famous ΨTen Thousand Cab FaresΩ.  He calculated a 

host of fares in and around Central London, providing a map and index system so that passengers 

could work out what they would have to pay.  He calculated the fares by Ψactual admeasurementΩ 

undertaken at dawn when the city was quiet, with 104 destinations measured from 74 stands.  ΨMoggΩs 

GuideΩ featured in the popular literature of the day.  The eponymous hero of Robert SurteesΩǎ 1852 

novel aǊΦ {ǇƻƴƎŜΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ¢ƻǳǊ studied Mogg in his armchair as a means of relaxation.  He even kept 

a copy under his pillow. 

aƻƎƎΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŦƛŜƴŘƛǎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴǎ ƛƴ ΨPunchΩ showed tourists befuddled by 

the map and index system.  The ΨKnowledge of LondonΩ was introduced in 1851 by Sir Richard Mayne, 

Ƨƻƛƴǘ CƛǊǎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀō ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

where they were going at the time of the Great Exhibition in Hyde Park.  Passing ΨThe KnowledgeΩ 

involved a detailed recall of 25,000 streets within a six-mile radius of Charing Cross Station. 

Meanwhile, inventors tried to make mechanical calculating devices.  Early attempts included 

the ΨPatent Mile-IndexΩ in 1847 and the ΨKilometric RegisterΩ in 1858.  These were disliked by cab 

drivers who did not want their incomes regulated. 

Technology finally caught up with the cabbies with the Taximeter, which allowed accurate fares 

to be charged by measuring distance and time.  It was invented by Wilhelm Bruhn, who worked at the 

engineering firm of Westendarp & Pieper [Hamburg], and its name comes from the German word 

ΨtaxeΩ meaning Ψto charge.Ω  The first meters in the 1880Ωs were Fahrpreisanzeiger (fare indicators) 

mounted on horse cabs.  These mechanical devices measured wheel revolutions.  They were not made 

compulsory until 1907 ς and are still used today.  

Arthur Foxe, Caterham, Surrey 



          Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Oh, Holy Spirit, beloved of my soul, I adore You. 

Enlighten me, guide me, strengthen me, console me. 

Tell me what I should do; give me Your orders. 

I promise to submit myself to all that You desire of me 

And to accept all that You permit to happen to me. 

Let me only know Your will. 

Amen 

 

Joseph Cardinal Mercier 

[1851 ς 1926] 

 

My Wonderful Lord 
 

I have a Friend and Master 
Who is faithful as can be. 
IŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΤ 
He takes good care of me. 
 
I meet with Him each morning, 
The beginning of the day. 
I thank Him for each blessing 
IŜΩǎ ǎŜŜƴ Ŧƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ Ƴȅ way. 
 
LΩƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ  
LΩǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
I thank Him for His mercy 
And the answer to each prayer. 
 
My Lord is truly wonderful 
In sunshine and in sorrow. 
He will Guide my steps today 
And help me face tomorrow. 
 
Frances Culp Wolfe 
ά[Ŝǘ ¸ƻǳǊ {ǇƛǊƛǘ {ƻŀǊέ 
 



Cenacolo News 

The lads at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs left for Knock on 11th September 2020.  Almost thirteen 
months on, and our house sadly remains closed.  We are still waiting to hear from Don Stefano and the 
leaders of the community as to their plans for the Cenacolo Community in the UK.  The last formal 
message we had was just before Easter.  Don Stefano shared that the earliest the house would reopen 
would be the end of October.  Hopefully we will have some news soon.  

Whilst our house remains temporarily closed, the Cenacolo Community remains open and is 
welcoming men and women.  We have recently had two men enter the Cenacolo Community in Knock.  
Most days we have calls or emails from worried family members or men and women wanting to know 
more about Cenacolo and whether this could be the hope they are searching for.  Responding to the 
emails and calls is a ministry of hope. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ΨƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΩ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōǳǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ 
moved online.  It is good news that the prayer meetings in London, Birmingham, Liverpool and our own 
meeting in Kendal are back in person.   

Mother Elvira has always shared that what underpins the community is time spent in prayer, 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ Ŏƭƻsed.  This is worldly thinking.  Other wisdom from 
aƻǘƘŜǊ 9ƭƛǾǊŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘΦ  
DƻŘΩǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ  It is true that we are blessed by many friends of the community that do 
just this, trust and pray. 

We hold our Adoration at 6:00 pm on a Thursday evening.  Fr. Hugh continues to celebrate 
Mass, usually the first Wednesday of every month, at Dodding Green.  All are welcome. 

Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs, Pray for Us. 

Mary, Mother of Cenacolo, Pray for Us. 

/ƘǊƛǎ 5Ω!ǊŎȅ 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joyce Rupp is a member of the Servite (Servants of Mary) community and the co-director of the  
{ŜǊǾƛǘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ .ƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ   

She lives in Des Moines, Iowa, USA.  She is well-known for her work as a writer, spiritual midwife, 
international retreat leader and conference speaker.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛntroduction to her 2018 book 
 Boundless Compassion: Creating a Way of Life [Sorin Books]. 

 
Thirteen years ago, I stood at the patio door of my kitchen 

with the deepest sorrow burrowing into my heart.  Five hours earlier 
one of my dearest friends had died of a brain haemorrhage.  I was 
trying to absorb this enormous loss when a hummingbird fluttered in 
front of my face, just a few inches outside the glass.  It hovered there, 
facing me for several minutes, enough time to convince me that my 
friend ~ who treasured those little creatures ~ was assuring me all 
would be well.  As the tiny bird departed, an inner knowing swept 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ōŜƛƴƎΥ ά[ƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǎΦέ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ L 
have never been the same. 

Because my selfless friend exuded compassionate presence, I had little doubt that message was 
intended for me.  I turned from the patio door, determined to give the rest of my life to living in such a 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎΧΦ 

There is nothing wimpy or starry-eyed about this essential Christian virtue.  Living 
compassionately is rarely convenient and often downright challenging.  It requires a willingness to pay 
the price for being aware of suffering ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘ ƛǘΧΦ 

Compassion thrived in the heart of Jesus and in his teachings.  If there is one virtue that most 
exemplifies his life, it is this one.  While I esteem the wisdom of various religious traditions that 
emphasise compassion in their principles, I most of all resonate with those of my beloved teacher, 
Jesus, of person of immense love.  When Jesus urged his followers to be compassionate, he knew what 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΦ  He poured 
out his love and gave generously of his time, energy and concern to relieve their pain of body, mind 
and spirit. 

Jesus also challenged those whose policies, regulations and personal behaviour caused or 
contributed to suffering.  As his voice for justice gained strength, so did the voices of those who 
wanted him destroyed.  Jesus knew both the risk and the price to be paid for being committed to 
compassion.  In A Spirituality of CaregivingΣ IŜƴǊƛ bƻǳǿŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ Ŏŀƭƭ 
to be compassionate is one that goes right against the grain, that turns us completely around and 
requires a total conversion of heart and mind.  It is indeed a radical call, a call that goes to the roots of 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

While many Christians have yet to grasp the full significance of a total dedication to 
compassion, we have an exemplary leader and witness of this commitment in the spirituality of Pope 
Francis.  His courageous teachings and humble actions reveal compassion as a way of life, an inner 
posture of mind and heart, one meant to infuse our whole being.  The following words of Pope Francis 
demonstrate how his compassionate approach establishes itself in a strong rootedness in following 
Jesus: 
 

This love [of God] hŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 
life.  His person is nothing but love, a love given gratuitously.  The 
relationships he forms with the people who approach him manifest 
something entirely unique and unrepeatable.  The signs he works, 
especially in favour of sinners, the poor, the marginalized, the sick and 



ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƳŜǊŎȅΧΦ  bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǾƻƛŘ ƻŦ 
compassion.  ώάaƛǎŜǊƛŎƻǊŘƛŀŜ ±ǳƭǘǳǎΣέ нлмс] 

 
Χ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƎnising the dignity and worth of 

every person ~ regardless of race, gender, culture, creed, political stance or personal behaviour.  The 
light of divinity dwells in each one, no matter how hidden that goodness might be.  South African 
archbishop Desmond Tutu often speaks and writes about the power that this belief can have on how 
we live: 
 

We are fundamentally good.  When you come to think of it, ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘƻ 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǊŜΧΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƳŀƪŜΚ  DƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΧΦ  DƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŎƘŀnges how we see the world, the way 
we see others, and most importantly, the way we see ourselves.  The way 
we see ourselves matters.  It affects how we treat people.  It affects the 
quality of life for each and all of us.  What is the quality of life on our 
planet?  It is nothing more than the sum total of our daily interactions.  
Each kindness enhances the quality of life.  Each cruelty diminishes it.  
[Made for Goodness, 2010] 
 

Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ƛǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ kindness. 
Broken, wounded, violent, damaged, divisive ~ these are some descriptions given to the current global 
situation.  Our world desperately needs the noble, essential quality of compassion to be activated ~ 
and will not heal without it.  Depending on how we respond, we can increase or decrease the amount 
ƻŦ ŀƴƎǳƛǎƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  hƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ōŜ 
able to approach one another with true respect and dwell in peacefulness. 
 

 
 
********************* ***************************************************************  
 

Lord I offer you my blindness.  

aŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ           

Chris Brolly SJ 

 



Many thanks to Caroline DΩArcy for this comprehensive and informative update! 

CAFOD Update 

LiveSimply Award 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ [ƛǾŜ {ƛƳǇƭȅ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǎƻ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘt it 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 

livesimply parish! 

The livesimply award is an opportunity for Catholic communities - parishes, schools, religious 

orders and chaplaincies - ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ Ψ[ŀǳŘŀǘƻ {ƛϥ ǘƻ άΧwork with 

generosity and tenderness in protecting this world which God has entrusted tƻ ǳǎέ. 

What is the livesimply award? 

It is awarded to communities who can show how they have been living: 

ω ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 

ω ƛƴ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ 

ω ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

The award celebrates what we have already done as a parish and inspires us to do more.  It 

helps our community to live, not just more simply, but also more fully. 

We have already written our parish plan and there has been lots of great discussion and action 

around ways we can live more simply, sustainably and in solidarity.  From eco-friendly cleaning 

products and loo rolls, to using pot plants on the altar, moving to email bulletins and taking part in the 

Walk for Water Campaign.   

²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ livesimply plan, 

and help us work towards achieving the livesimply parish award. 

We are going to meet on Thursday 14th October at 7:30pm ς please do join us.  Every action, no 

matter how small, is important. 

 

Take Action for COP26 

 

 



We urgently need to show the government that we want climate action now! 

With the eyes of the world on the UK, we must urge the Prime Minister to make sure 

communities hardest hit by the climate emergency are listened to at COP26. 

What Can you Do? 

¶ Sign the petition on the CAFOD website Urge the Prime Minister to put people hardest hit at the 

heart of COP26 climate talks | CAFOD 

 

¶ Email private banks to #CancelTheDebt CAFOD have provided the wording for the email here  

Email private banks to #CancelTheDebt | CAFOD 

 

¶ Parliament in Your Parish 

CAFOD are inviting Catholics to organise a virtual meeting with their local MP, to discuss how to 

rebuild from the pandemic in a way that tackles the major global issues of our time, including 

climate change and unjust foreign debts.  

We hope to meet with Tim Farron before the COP26 ς keep an eye on the bulletin for the date 

and how to join. 

 

¶ Take Part ƛƴ /!Ch5Ωǎ Go Green Challenge? 

This autumn, leading up to the COP26 climate talks in November, we are asking everyone ǘƻ ΨDƻ 
DǊŜŜƴΩ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ-related fundraising challenge. 

There are lots of things you could do - how about a cycling 
challenge, going vegetarian or plastic-free? Sign up, start 
collecting sponsors and raise money to help fight the climate 
crisis!  

Together we can shine a light on some of the causes of the 
climate emergency while doing our bit to guard God's creation 
and protect our common home.  Sign up here Go Green 
Challenge | CAFOD 

 

¶ Join the COP26 Global Day of Action for the Climate on 6th November 2021 

CAFOD will be joining millions of people across the world who will be out marching for climate 
justice on Saturday, 6 November, for the Global Day of Action for the Climate. 

As world leaders gather for the COP26 climate talks in Glasgow, we want to make sure we raise our 
voice and let them know that urgent action is needed to keep global temperatures within 1.5 
degrees of warming, and to ensure that sufficient support is provided for the countries and 
communities who have done the least to cause the current climate emergency.  

Join us on Saturday, 6 November, at {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ aƻƻǊŜŦƛŜƭŘΩǎΣ п-5 Eldon Street, London EC2M 
7LS from 11am where we will gather with other CAFOD supporters before we join the main march 
outside the Bank of England.  We encourage everyone who can make it to London to join us there! 

https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/petition/1
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/petition/1
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/77395/action/2
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Go-Green
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Go-Green


As well as the big march in London, there will be a small group of CAFOD young adult supporters 
marching in Glasgow.  If you will be in Glasgow and would like to march alongside them, please 
register for the Glasgow event so we can keep you updated of meeting places.   

Register on the website:  Global Day of Action for the climate 2021 | CAFOD 

************************************************************************************  

The next three items are some words to live by contributed by Sue MacDonald. 

 

Do It Now 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ Ƨƻō ǘƻ Řƻ 

DO IT NOW. 

LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎh 

DO IT NOW 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

Just tackle it alone 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻŀƴ 

DO IT NOW! 

 

*******  

 

From William Shakespeare 

Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good 

We oft might win by fearing to attempt. 

άaŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ aŜŀǎǳǊŜέ  

 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/Events/COP26-Day-of-Action-2021


A Smile 

John F. Bisner Urena 

 

A smile costs nothing but gives much.  It enriches those who receive without making 

poorer those who give.  It takes but a moment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts 

forever. 

 

None is so rich and mighty that he can get along without it, and none so poor but that 

he can be made rich by it.  A smile creates happiness in a home, fosters goodwill in 

business and is the countersign of friendship. 

 

It brings rest to the weary, cheer to the discouraged, sunshine to the sad, and it is 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴǘƛŘƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ 

 

Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed or stolen, for it is something that is of no 

value to anyone until it is given away. 

 

Some people are too tired to give you a smile.  Give them one of yours, as none needs a 

smile so much as he who has no more to give. 

 

                                            

 

 



Praying for the Earth 

 

Photo credits/Volunteer Images 

Published online in The Huffington Post, August 2011 

Prayer is the simplest and most natural way to communicate with the Divine. Prayer is the heart 

speaking. 

There are the prescribed prayers, the rituals of inner communion. But there are also our personal 

prayers, our way of being with the Divine, with the sacred that is our deepest nature and that of the 

world around us. In whatever way we are drawn to pray, there is a pressing need at this time to include 

the earth in our prayers. 

We are living in a time of ecological devastation, in which our materialistic culture has had a 

catastrophic effect on the ecosystem. Our rivers are toxic, the rainforests slashed and burned, vast 

tracts of land made a wasteland due to our insatiable desires for oil, gas and minerals. We have raped 

and pillaged and polluted the earth until it is in a dangerous state of imbalance we call climate change. 

If we dare to listen, creation itself is now calling to us, sending us signs of its imbalance. We can see 

these signs in the increasing floods and droughts, feel it in a land that has been poisoned with 

pesticides, and those whose hearts are open may hear the cry of the world soul, of the spiritual being 

of our mother the earth. It is a cry of need and despair, that humanity who was supposed to be the 

guardian of the planet has forgotten its responsibility and instead desecrates and destroys the earth on 

a global scale. 

The earth needs our prayers more that we know. It needs us to acknowledge its sacred nature, that it is 

not just something to use and dispose. Many of us know the effectiveness of prayers for others, how 

healing and help is given, even in the most unexpected ways. There are many ways to pray for the 

ŜŀǊǘƘΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άǳƴŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊέ ōǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 

given us life. And then we can sense its suffering: the physical suffering we see in the dying species and 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/llewellyn-vaughanlee/prayer-and-nature_b_921007.html


polluted watersτthe deeper suffering of our collective disregard for its sacred nature. Would we like 

to be treated just as a physical object to be used and abused? Would we like our sacred nature, our 

soul, to be denied? 

For centuries it was understood that the world was a living being with a soul, and that we are a part of 

this being.  Once we remember this in our minds and in our hearts, once we hear the cry of our 

suffering, dying world, our prayers will flow more easily and naturally. We will be drawn to pray in our 

own way. There is the simple prayer of placing the world as a living being within our hearts when we 

inwardly offer our self to the Divine. We remember the sorrow and suffering of the world in our hearts, 

and ask that that the world be remembered, that divine love and mercy flow where it is needed. That 

even though we continue to treat the world so badly, divine grace will help us and help the worldτ

help to bring the earth back into balance. We need to remember that the power of the Divine is more 

than that of all the global corporations that continue to make the world a wasteland, even more than 

the global forces of consumerism that demand the life-blood of the planet. We pray that the Divine of 

which we are all a part can redeem and heal this beautiful and suffering world. 

Sometimes it is easier to pray when we feel the earth in our hands, when we work in the garden 

tending our flowers or vegetables. Or when we cook, preparing the vegetables that the earth has given 

us, mixing in the herbs and spices that give us pleasure. Or making love, as we share our body and bliss 

with our lover, we may feel the tenderness and power of creation, how a single spark can give birth. 

Then our lovemaking can be an offering to life itself, a fully-felt remembrance of the ecstasy of 

creation. 

The divine oneness of life is within and all around us. Sometimes walking alone in nature we can feel its 

heartbeat and its wonder, and our steps become steps of remembrance. The simple practice of 

ΨǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ǿŜ ǘŀke we feel the connection with the sacred 

earth is one way to reconnect with the living spirit of the earth. 

There are so many ways to pray for and with creation, to listen within and include the earth in our 

spiritual practice. 

Watching the simple wonder of a dawn can be a prayer in itself. Or when we hear the chorus of birds in 

the morning we may sense that deeper joy of life and awake to its divine nature. While at night the 

stars can remind us of what is infinite and eternal within us and within the world.  Whatever way we 

are drawn to wonder or pray, what matters is always the attitude we bring to this intimate exchange: 

whether our prayers are heartfelt rather than just a mental repetition. It is always through the heart 

that our prayers are heard, even if we first make the connection in our feet or hands. Do we really feel 

the suffering of the earth, sense its need? Do we feel this connection with creation, how we are a part 

of this beautiful and suffering being? Then our prayers are alive, a living stream that flows from our 

heart. Then every step, every touch, will be a prayer for the earth, a remembrance of what is sacred. 

We are a part of the earth calling to its Creator, crying in its time of need. 

Llewellyn Vaughan Lee 



The Holy Trinity and St. George Prayer Group: 

An Island of Peace and Praise in the Midst of a Busy Week 

by Celeste Bonfanti 

Our parish is very fortunate.  We are afforded the opportunity to recharge our spiritual 

batteries each week at the perfect time:  Wednesday evenings at 7:30 in the parish centre, just when 

many of us tend to flag between Sunday Masses!  The Parish Prayer Group is an informal team of faith-

filled people who are always happy to welcome any and all who might like to join them.  I was 

delighted to attend twice during my recent visit and felt uplifted and rejuvenated by the opportunity. 

To quote The Marian Blogger [https://themarianblogger.wordpress.com/2019/10/04/history-

of-the-catholic-charismatic-renewal]: 

The Second Vatican Council, famously called Vatican II (1962-1965), paved 

the way for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) or the Catholic 

Charismatic Movement.  By throwing wide open the windows of the 

Church to let the Spirit of God renew the Church, Pope John XIII ushered in 

ŀ άǎǇǊƛƴƎǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘέ ƻǊ ŀ άƴŜǿ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎtΧΦέ 

[Fred] [ƛƭƭȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōƻǊƴŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ 

spiritual fruit.  Many millions of people ς Catholics and Protestants, rich 

and poor, black, white, Hispanic and Asian ς have come into a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ and have received the power of the Holy 

Spirit to live lives of holiness.έ 

 

 

 

 

At our parish, weekly sessions offer a number of ways to connect with the God who loves us in a 

peaceful, intimate atmosphere: 

¶ time for quiet contemplation 

¶ readings from Holy Scripture 

¶ songs (or in the days of COVID, at least the recitation of hymns and songs of praise) 

¶ shared responses as the Spirit moves us 

¶ prayer intentions and, should anyone feel in particular need of prayerΧ 

¶ a supportive laying on of hands 

¶ followed by a cup of tea and fellowship 

The prayer group offers a unique faith experience.  It is unlike our equally wonderful house groups, 

which involve more discussion and in-depth faith sharing.  It is praise-based and has its own dynamism.  

And it is a powerful way to reconnect with the Lord in the midst of our busy week.  Why not come 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊȅΧ? 

https://themarianblogger.wordpress.com/2019/10/04/history-of-the-catholic-charismatic-renewal
https://themarianblogger.wordpress.com/2019/10/04/history-of-the-catholic-charismatic-renewal


Last issue we shared some of the marvelous poetry of Charles J. Kirk from a book of Malcolm 

bƛƎƘǘƛƴƎŀƭŜΩǎΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƭŜƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ Raymond Daley (and had lent it to me some years ago).  Here 

are more of the poems included in this 1911 volume Clyde Ballads Glasgow Mixture.  And I just had to 

add the painting below by John Atkinson Grimshaw.  I love it so much!   

Twilight on Clydeside 
 

Behind the purple hills the sun despairing 
Flings his last shafts at close-pursuing night, 

And tints the joyous green the woods are wearing 
With blood to mark the pathway of his flight. 

 
Silent and grey the sullen tide goes sweeping 

Seawards to where the white-lipped billows are; 
Down through the glens the curtained dusk comes creeping; 

WŜǿŜƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƘead gleams a star. 
 

Over the huddled town the black smoke hovers, 
Like some foul bird above its frightened prey. 

Eerie the crying of the wheeling plovers 
Keening their sorrow for the dying day. 

 
Deeper the shadows grow, and on the river 
Home-coming vessels leave a trail of foam. 

Then in the heavens where the pale stars shiver 
God sets His lamp to light the weary home. 

 

 

 
 



Clyde Ships 
 

The sun sinks low behind Argyle, 
! ƘŀȊŜ ƛǎ ŘǊƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƻΩŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭȅŘŜΣ 

And up the river single file, 
Come vessels on the rising tide, 

And throbbing screws and straining sails 
Bring loads of teak and ore and rails. 

 
An ancient tramp, rust splashed and squat, 
Her smoke stack caked with salt and grime, 

Brays warning to the snowy yacht 
That takes no heed of tide or time; 

While close behind, with steady gait, 
A hopper seeks her dredger mate. 

 
A river steamer splashing home 

From crowded piers and sheltered bays, 
Leaves far behind a track of foam 
¢Ƙŀǘ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŀȅǎΦ 
And forms a rainbow in the spray 

To usher out the dying day. 
 

Half-hidden in the surges vast 
That tower above her funnels round, 

A black destroyer flashes past 
And mocks the liner homeward bound; 
Two tugs at hawsers heave and strain 

To bring the liner home again. 
 

The sun has gone. ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƻƴΩǎ ǎƻŦǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
A silver river makes the Clyde; 

But through the long and silent night 
Come vessels on the rising tide, 

Back from the furthest ends of earth, 
Back to the stream that gave them birth. 

 

 



 

The Mills of the Gods 
 

Between the upper and nether stones, 
¢ƘŜȅ ƎǊƛƴŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘΦ 
Life and all that the years may send; 
Life and all that on life attend. 
Honour and valour and love and truth, 
Peace and contentment, sorrow and pain; 
Evil and cowardice, lust and Ruth, 
Strife and gluttony, looks and gain; 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƻŘǎ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀǘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ 
To hold the years from his withering youth, 
For they know that each link in the chain they sever 
Can never be linked to its mate again. 
 
 
 

Off to School 
    

The cat no ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ΨƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ ŎƻǿŜǊǎΣ 
But stalks with arrogance in daylight full. 
¢ƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ΨƳƛŘǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ς  
John Percival has gone away to school. 

 
{ŜƭƛƴŀΩ ǎ Řƻƭƭǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ !ǇŀŎƘŜ 
Whose scalping knife was wont to lift their 
wool. 
The nursery gods have judged his actions rash, 
And sent John Percival away to school. 

 
Spot, that sad dog, could never grasp why he 
In gory fights should always play the bull. 
Now Spot has respite from his misery ς 
The Toreador has gone away to school. 

 
Iƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ 
!ǳƴǘ WŀƴŜ ƛǎ ǎŀŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜΣ 
!ƴŘ ŎƻƻƪΩǎ ǎŀƭǘ ǘŜŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎǇƻƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ  
sauce ς 
John Percival has gone away to school. 

           
 



 
          Tradition is not  
            the repository of ashes 
                                but the preservation of fire. 

 
                                           Gustav Mahler 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Calling All Altar Servers! 

 
Did you know you had an altar-server within you? 
²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ у ς 70+, but 

probably because of the pandemic, many have dropped out. 
 

What does it mean to serve the altar?  This is not a role reserved for children, but for anyone of 
any age and any state who feels the vocation to serve.  We serve the congregation, the Mass, and the 
priest, but, most important of all, we serve the centre of the Mass, which is the altar. 

 
We would love other people in the congregation to discover in 

themselves the desire to serve. 
CƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴǘƻǊ όƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǎŀƭƳύΣ ŀ 
member of a choir, and a reader, but one Epiphany, I discovered that I 
had to be a woman at the foot of the cross.  
 

At the moment, we largely depend on children and young 
people who are willing to serve, but in other parishes people of all ages 
serve.  LŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻw to manage it yet, but anyone on 
crutches or in a wheelchair, anyone suffering in any way, will be as 
welcome on the sanctuary for their service as young girls and boys.  
 

The experience of being close to the altar concentrates the 
mind.  Minds wander ς thatΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ς ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ  We wear a white alb so that our 
individual ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǎ 
very hard to sit still if you are only eight years old). 
 

The call to serve came to me during a Mass.  It might come to you at any time.  I wish it would! 
 

Jill Clough 



Each issue of the HTSG Parish Magazine contains an article on the vital work of the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society submitted by Raymond Daley, SVP President.  Here Raymond sends out an urgent plea. 

 

 
 

A Million Gestures of Kindness 
 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is currently ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
across England and Wales over the past eighteen months.  We also need to address the unprecedented 
need for our transformative services. 

Therefore we are issuing an urgent call for more members and volunteers to join our local 
mission to tackle poverty in all its forms through a million gestures of kindness.  We need the help and 
involvement of new SVP members.  Surely you can spare an hour a week.  Full training is available at 
no cost.  Expenses paid.  

Please can you help? 

 

 

For further information check out our website: www.svp.org.uk 
or please contact me on email: Raymondd@svp.org.uk 

or by phone on 07462014088. 
 

I look forward hearing from you. 
 

Raymond Daley ς Kendal SVP President 

http://www.svp.org.uk/
mailto:Raymondd@svp.org.uk


Pamela Boyes would like to share the following items of spiritual and seasonal interest. 

 

ONE SOLITARY LIFE 

 
He was born in an obscure village                                           
The child of a peasant woman 
He grew up in another obscure village 
²ƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ 
Until he was thirty 

  
He never wrote a book 
He never held an office 
He never went to college 
He never visited a big city 
He never travelled more than two hundred miles 
From the place where he was born 
He did none of the things 
Usually associated with greatness 
  
He was only thirty three when 
His friends ran away 
One of them denied him 
He was turned over to his enemies 
And went through a  mockery of a trial 
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves 
While dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing - 
His cloak, the only property he had on earth 
  
When he wad dead 
He was laid in a borrowed grave 
Through the pity of a friend 
  
Nineteen centuries have come and gone 
And today he is the central figure of the human race 
All the armies that have ever marched 
All the navies that have ever sailed 
All the parliaments that have ever sat 
All the kings that have ever reigned, put together 
Have not affected the life of mankind on earth 
As powerfully as that one solitary life of -  JESUS! 
 

  James Allen Francis  

 

 



POSITIVE THINKING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MALALA 

  On 9th October, 2012, the Pakistani writer and activist Malala Yousafzai was shot by a Taliban 

gunman. At the time, she was only fifteen.  Though she was seriously injured, she lived, and her story 

was thrown into the centre of media attention.  She went on to put all her energies into working for 

the right of all children to an education, and at the age of seventeen she became the youngest ever 

recipient of a Nobel Peace Prize. 

 A girl with a book. 
 A girl with a book. 
 ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ς 
 A girl with a book. 
  
 They get on to the bus. 
 They call out my name. 
 They aim.  And they fire. 
  A shot to the brain. 
  

  Because a girl with a book,   A girl who has words   
  A girl with a voice,    A girl with a pen. 
  A girl with a brain,    A girl to be heard 
  A girl with a choice,    With support of her friends 
  A girl with a plan,    Who want to live free -- 
  To have rights, like a man.   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŀǊΣ 
  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ   A girl just like me. 
  One girl, with a book. 
         Michaela Morgan 



The Taliban are now back in power in Afghanistan and females, young and old now face an 
uncertain future.  The regime of the 1990s enforced a strict version of Islamic law and severely 
ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ twenty years have seen huge progress for women in the country. 
Their movements were no longer restricted, nor were they required to wear the burka; education was 
open to women, with millions of girls in school and thousands at university, and the workforce has now 
females.  They have taken position of power in politics, the judiciary and the military, and have enjoyed 
playing sport from which they are now banned.  
  

Malala issued a call to action to global leaders to defend the rights of women in the country. 
The Taliban promises rights for Afghan women but so far this remains to be seen! 
 

A Prayer for Afghanistan 

 

For those who are fleeing:   sanctuary 
For those who are staying:  safety 
For those who are fighting:  peace 

For those whose hearts are breaking: comfort 
For those who see no future:  hope 

 

*******************************************************************************************  

!ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ IŀǊƎǊŜŀǾŜǎΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ 

adventures!  In this penultimate episode, he is about to return to Belgium. 

Wartime Memories of an English Soldier:  Part 12 

by Sapper Gerard Hargreaves 

 !ƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅΦ  {ƻ we left there for 

what was to be a long spell in Belgium.  A quiet time apart from the doodlebugs which were coming 

over thick and heavy at that time and falling all over the place.  Once more, we were very well treated 

by the Belgians.   



 The first place we were at was the mining village of 

Beringen, but our stay there was only three weeks.  We of 

course found our own billets, quite easily for they were 

glad to have us.  Most of the people were sleeping in the 

cellars on account of the doodlebugs, and the soldiers 

ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻƻŘΣ 

though you could get almost anything on the black market 

if you had plenty of money and were prepared to pay an 

rnormous price.  Nearly everyone was dealing on the black 

market for it was the only way they could live.  The house 

where we were were pretty hard up, for the man had spent most of his savings on the black market.  

He was a draughtsman at the colliery.  He had three boys and two girls, none of whom were earning a 

living.  The oldest boy was sixteen and was going to school. 

 After three weeks in this mining village, we moved to another one some miles away and stayed 

there about three months, our longest stay anywhere on the continent.  We were as usual billeted in 

private houses.  There I made friends with a ver fine Belgian priest.  At the church, there was supposed 

to be confessions in English by an English chaplain from five until six on a Saturday night.  But when I 

went, no one turned up.  So I made enquiries and a priest in the church got someone to take me along 

to a priest who could speak English.  So I was taken to a private house, and after confession had a talk 

with the priest.  He invited me back any time (and any friends I would like to bring.  So one night every 

week we would go along there, and there was always something prepared for us to eat and cigars to 

smoke.  

 Canon Berghs was the name of the priest, and a very clever man he was ~ one of the cleverest 

men in Belgium, so his niece said.  He had a very wide knowledge, anyway.  For some time he had lived 

in London, being professor of botany at the University there.  He was very well-versed in electricity and 

was at that time lecturing on it and on mining machinery at the mine school.  Actually, that was not his 

permanent residence.  He had been principal of a trade school at the small town of Hasselt but had 

been bombed out of there.  And so [he] had come to live with his niece who was what was called a 

social worker at the mine, something between a welfare officer and sick visitor.  Previous to the war, 

ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻƴ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǎǇȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

1914-18 War and had been decorated by the British Government, and he told us the story of how he                       

first took up the work. 

 During that war, he had some German soldiers billeted on him, and one of them, who was an 

electrician, asked the priest to give him some training in the theory of electricity, which he did.  Now, 

this soldier had been stationed in a certain fortress town which was heavily armed and garrisoned.  

During the course of these lessons the priest, by careful questioning, was able to get to know about 

this town: how many guns there, their positions, and so forth.  He was able to pass this on to the 

British, and so he started on his career as a spy.   

In this war, his niece had been instrumental in helping Russian prisoners, who were working at 

the mine, to escape.   In all the mines round there, there were many prisoners working, and under very 

bad conditions.  Many fell ill, some with TB.  When they were declared unfit for work they just 

disappeared, and you knew very well what that meant.  The doctor at the mine had done his best, but 



he had to declare them unfit sometimes, for if not, a German doctor would be brought in and then 

things would be worse than ever as he would be removed.   

Well, we spent many happy days there before we eventually left for the Rhine crossing, and 

many of the warm-hearted people wer e in tears the night we left. 

Before leaving Belgium, I must say that the overwhelming majority of the people of Belgium 

ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ώǿŜǊŜϐ ŀƴȅ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ 

them.  Their loyalty to the King was really intense, and the King was to them like some personal friend 

or relation.  Many had a photograph of the King on the wall, and it was a safe bet that before you had 

been in the house very long, they would bring out some photos of the King and the Royal Family and 

show you them, just like showing you photographs of their friends or relations.  

 !ǎ ǘƻ ōƻƳōŜŘΣ ǎƘŜƭƭŜŘΣ ƭƻƻǘŜŘΣ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΧΦ  ²Ƙƻ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΚ  ¢ƘŜ 

common people of every country, those who have no say in the councils of the mighty who make the 

decisions, making war possible.  Who are doled with propaganda of the press and radio?  I say now 

that I have nothing against the Germans as such.  They have paid for the war.  I know there was hatred 

for the Germans in the army but it was a blind hatred, not ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ƘŀǘǊŜŘΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ 

themselves, ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻŜǎΧΚέ 

 Germany was a pitiable sight to behold: new 

ǘƻǿƴǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŀǘΧ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƭŀƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜΧ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻǊ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻƻǎŜΧΦ  tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿŀǎ L 

moved by the Catholic Rhineland, knowing that here 

were so many good Catholics.  After all this bloodshed, 

Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΧΚ  Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ǘƻ 

ǇŜŀŎŜΧΚ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ IƛǘƭŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  bŀȊƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

evil thing and its exponents evil men.  But now another 

dictator sits astride a large portion of the world, 

crushing the people and using the same methods.  

Hitlers.  Without God, there will be no peace, and the 

people will again be at war.   

 Of course, there was no halting when we got to Germany.  Before the Rhine, there was nobody 

ǘƻΧ [here there is a short gap in the narrative] Χ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿere the people had all fled.  But 

after the crossing, we stayed[[ at the small town of Odeon near[ the Dutch border.  The people were all 

/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǿƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΤ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ aŀǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

next to the church.  We would (some of us have disobeyed orders rather than miss Mass), but being 

near to the Dutch border we were able to run over the frontier for Mass in Holland.  The farce of the 

whle thing was this: I became friendly with a family in this little Dutch town, and they had relations in 

the German town over the border.  I could mix with them, but not with their relatives over the border, 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿŜ 

were on.  We had to go out in search -parties at that time and go through houses, searching for arms.  

Some of the people were scared stiff and shaking in their shoes. 

...the end of the saga next issue! 

**************************************************************************** ********  



From Celtic Prayers of Yesterday and Today:  
A Pocket-Sized Prayer Book for the Journey of Faith 

 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  My Dearest Lord, 

   Be thou a bright flame before me, 
   Be thou a guiding star above me, 
   Be thou a smooth path beneath me, 
   Be thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 
   Today and forever more. 

 
     St. Columba 

 
                               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Great Spirit, 
Wild Goose of the Almighty,    
Be my eye in the dark places; 
Be my flight in the trapped places; 
Be my host in the wild places; 
Be my brood in the barren places; 
Be my formation in the lost places. 

 
                       Ray Simpson 

     Community of Aidan and HildA 
 
 
 
               Oh God, life-giving Spirit, 

  Spirit of healing and comfort, 
     Of integrity and truth 
   We believe and trust in you, 
   Warm-winged spirit, brooding over creation,  
    Rushing wind and Pentecostal fire, 
    We commit ourselves to work with you 
    And renew our world. 
 
                         Janet Morley 

 
 
  
 
 



 Alone with none but thee, my God 
 I journey on my way. 
 What need I fear when thou art near, 
 O King of night and day? 
 More safe am I within thy hand, 
 Than if a host did round me stand. 
 
                 St. Columba 
 

 
As the hand is made for holding and the eye for seeing, 
 You have fashioned me, O Lord, for joy. 
 Share with me the vision to find that joy everywhere: 
 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ǾƛƻƭŜǘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ 
 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ƳŜƭƻŘȅΣ 
 In the face of a steadfast man,  
 Lƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ smile,  
 Lƴ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ                   

                   In the purity of Jesus. 
 

Let the flowers close  
and the stars appear, 

Let hearts be glad and minds be calm, 
!ƴŘ ƭŜǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ !a9bΣ 

AMEN. 
 

Creation Liturgy 
The Iona Community 

 

 
 

********************************************************************************  
 

Compassion, Up Close and Personal 
by Celeste Bonfanti 

 
Two days ago, I tripped on the pavement and went down like a tonne of bricks in the middle of 

town.  Now, a word about my town, Burlington City, New Jersey: It is small (under 10,000 people), old 
by US standards (having been settled in 1622 and incorporated in 1677), fairly poor and very diverse.  
We have residents who are African-American, Latino, Caribbean and Asian.  People from the nearby 
suburbs ask, ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ L ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ .ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ά/ƛǘȅ ƻǊ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΚέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻŘŜ ŦƻǊΣ άaƛȄŜŘ ƻǊ ²ƘƛǘŜΚέ 



When I fell sprawling on the pavement, everyone in the vicinity came running to help me, and 
there was not a white face among them.  To a person, they showed not only concern but true anxiety, 
especially when they saw I had clearly damaged my right hand, its little finger decidedly off-kilter and 
ŎǳǊƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǾǎΦ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŎŀǘŎƘ Ƴȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƭŀȅΧ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ǇǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅǎΧ they offered me their water bottles, their 
ǎŜŀǘǎΧ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ring for ŀƴ ŀƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜΧ ǘƘŜy insisted I give them my phone number and gave 
ƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊǎΧ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƳŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ 
their heads ruefully and no doubt thinking I was mad. 

I waited nearly eight hours in the A&E department of the local hospital before I was seen, 
during which time I heard numerous horror stories from the well-heeled suburbs.  My fellow casualties 
had sometimes received good wishes from over the garden fence as they had struggled (the Letter of 
James came to mind), but most had encountered passers-by who had not wanted to get involved.  
They marveled at my experience of care and concern. 

I left hospital at 1:20 AM with a set of X-rays, a splint (since replaced by a cast), a hand shot full 
of Lidocaine and a lot to think about.  My experience in Burlington supported my experiences in 
/ŀƳŘŜƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{Ωǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƛŦǘ ǎƘƻǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǿƻǊƪ ŜŀŎƘ 
Saturday.  It is my experience that the less people have and the more they have experienced 
discrimination and hardship, the more ready they are to show compassion.  The more they have 

suffered, the more likely they are to meet the needs of 
those around them. 

I was reminded of a time when one of our shop 
volunteers who used a wheelchair had fallen getting into 
her van ƻƴŜ ŎƻƭŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ Řŀȅ.  As her husband and I tried 
unsuccessfully to lift her, two young men of the 
neighbourhood ran over to help, and between them saw 
her safely settled.  I am certain that, under many 
circumstances, an elderly, white suburban woman would 
have panicked had two urban Black men run over to her.  
Yet without their help, we would have had to ring for an 

ambulance and leave Irene on the cold ground while we waited. 
Yesterday my friend told me of a show she had seen where people are filmed in secret, 

ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ 
social experiments, but there we are!  In this case, a homeless man had found an envelope full of cash.  
He looked in vain for the person who had dropped it, then went to the market, bought food and 
distributed it to all his homeless friends at a nearby encampmŜƴǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƪŜǇǘ ƛǘ 
all for himself, he seemed genuinely confused and askeŘΣ άIƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ L have enjoyed my food when 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΧΚέ 

IƻǿΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΧΚ  !ƴŘ ȅŜǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻΦ 
The day after my fall, an elderly Nigerian man who had helped me rang twice to check on me.  

His son could send me anything I needed from his shop, he said, and prayed that God would be with 
me.   

The whole experience was humbling and profoundly thought-provoking.   
Is it really necessary to have a personal experience oŦ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΚ  !ǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ 
asked, as Christians, to do so regardless of our ability to relate directly to the need?  Why does such 
empathy seem to be such ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƘŀǾŜ-ƴƻǘǎέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ 
ease and comfort all too often look the other way? 

This is the first issue of this magazine which I have typed with my left hand.  But I also have a 
ƘŜŀǊǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άǇŀȅ ƛǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέ and to spring into action, as those lovely 
people did, when I see someone in need. 



SVP CHRISTMAS CARDS & GIFTS 

                     

                      

 

There are some lovely designs this year.  Cards come in packs of 10 with envelopes. 

Prices range from £3 to £4 a pack.  There are also: 

                     

         Advent Calendars               Gifts such as this pizza cutter       Alternative Gifts like this for furniture 

 

All of these are available from Friday, 8th October 

in the Christmas Shop  

on the SVP Website:  

www.svp.org.uk 

http://www.svp.org.uk/


άL ŀƳ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎǳǊǎŜΦ  /ƘƻƻǎŜ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  

Deuteronomy 30:19 

For many years now, the Justice and Peace Group has arranged a prayer vigil on 6th August to 

remember the day in 1945 when an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.  Over 300,000 people 

died at Hiroshima and at Nagasaki, when another bomb was dropped on 9th August, and many died 

afterwards of their injuries and radiation sickness.  A few years later, the manufacture of nuclear 

weapons started in this country.  6th August is an obvious choice of date for us to pray for peace 

throughout the world. 

We have often been joined in our prayer vigil by Friends from the 

Meeting House across the road.  This year we met at the peace pole in 

Abbot Hall Park with members of the local group of the Campaign for 

bǳŎƭŜŀǊ 5ƛǎŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƪŜǇǘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

died and planted a seed sent from Hiroshima which is directly descended 

from camelia bushes which survived the bomb.  My short contribution was 

to mention that it was the 60th anniversary of Christian CND and that 

Christians were among those gathered there, as we all recommitted ourselves to work for peace and 

nuclear disarmament. 

Meanwhile, the British government has announced an increase in Trident nuclear missiles, and a 

decrease in spending on overseas aid ς just as poorer countries struggle to deal with the coronavirus.  

The enormous challenge the world faces of tackling climate change makes co-operation between all 

the nations involved, in eliminating the expensive and dangerous threat of nuclear weapons, especially 

urgent.  We pray that humanity will choose life together. 

Anne Brown 

*******************************************************************************************  

Merton Corner 

Good Shepherd, You have a wild and crazy sheep in love with thorns and brambles. 
.ǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΗ 

I know You ǿƻƴΩǘΦ 
For You have found me. 

All I have to do is stay found. 
 

Thomas Merton in Entering the Silence 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


