
 

 

30th Sunday Homily (2021) 
 

 Compassion and discipleship come together in this 

gospel.  This story completes the chapters on discipleship 

and as soon as it ends the Passion begins with Jesus 

entering Jerusalem.  In our story today we have Jesus’ 

compassion for Bartimaeus and that compassion turns him and others into disciples.  

Whenever Mark says someone follows Jesus he is talking about the path to becoming a 

disciple; joining in Jesus’ mission. 

 

 Pope Francis picks these themes up when he says today: ‘There is an urgent need 

for the mission of compassion…for the building of a community of belonging and 

solidarity worthy of our time, our energy and our resources.’ 

 

 But within this story, which is very short, there is so much going on.  Let’s look at 

the characters. 

 

 Bartimaeus stands out in that he is actually named, Very few people in the gospel 

are.  Mark is underlining something about him, perhaps about what he represents.  For a 

start we know where Bartimaeus stands (or rather crouches) in society.  He is outside the 

gates, not worthy to be let in.  Why?  Because as he is blind he is seen as a sinner.  (As 

we saw the other week with the Temple, any deformity was seen as an outward sign of 

sin.)  Practically, his blindness prevents him from working so he has to beg, making him 

totally dependant on providence.  On the generosity of others.  He sits at the gates in the 

dust as crowds pass by ignoring him.  You can imagine the scene as people squeeze to 

get through the gates with baggage and animals, the dust, the noise, the smell in the heat.  

Bartimaeus is in it somewhere on the ground.  Among the other beggars he has to raise 

his voice to be heard.  The word ‘marginalised’ sums him up.  Socially he is an outcast 

and the place where he is forced to sit, outside the walls and in the dust, just underlines it.  

Most people would walk past him and ignore him and his fellow beggars, and no doubt 

every so often the Town Council would discuss getting rid of them all as a menace, or 

untidy, a bad look for the town (as today with our rough sleepers.) 

 

 What about the crowd around Jesus?  Some were apostles, some the wider group 

were disciples, some just interested in what he might do, others here just because 

something was going on, just like we do when we see everyone else looking at 

something, or an accident.  They are concentrating on Jesus.  Just like us, but even more 

so, they are used to beggars in the street and used to walking past them.  They feel they 

cannot stop for every beggar.  They simply ignore them as part of the street life.  The 

shouts of the beggars are an inconvenience and the only interest they have in Bartimaeus 

is to get him to stop shouting and interrupting.   

 



 

 

 But, of course, something changes all of that, and that is Jesus.  He has probably 

got his head down and setting off for the long up-hill hot walk through the desert that is 

the journey to Jerusalem.  He undoubtedly has his mind on what is going to happen there.  

But the shout of Bartimaeus, the shout of recognition in the name, Son of David, and the 

pleading for mercy, break into all of this and Jesus stops. 

 At this point everything changes.  The crowd must have come to an abrupt halt 

around him.  Then Jesus addresses the crowd rather than Bartimaeus, ‘Call him here.’  It 

is not just Bartimaeus’ attitude that he wants to change.  So he gives the task of calling 

Bartimaeus to them.  Suddenly we see the change in their attitude.  Remember that what 

Jesus’ message is all about is conversion, changing people’s minds, repentance.  So the 

crowd, from ignoring Bartimaeus, suddenly focus on him, and almost recognising the 

fear that Bartimaeus might have from becoming the centre of attention, their first word to 

him is ‘Courage,’ just as Jesus might have said. 

 

 The next actions of Bartimaeus say a lot in themselves.  Firstly, he throws off the 

cloak that is the sign of being a beggar.  The cloak he spread out before him every day 

and protected him a little from the dust.  Hid him from others.  Then he jumps up.  He is 

no longer at others’ feet, but at eye-level with them once more, expressing his new-found 

dignity, and he approaches Jesus, which he would never have dared to do before. 

 He is still blind at this stage, but a change, a conversion, is already happening in 

him. 

 Jesus respects Bartimaeus’ right to decide about his own life,  he does not just 

automatically heal him, but asks first, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 

 The response is ‘Let me see again.’  As we have said before, any reference to sight 

in Mark is a reference to coming to faith. Jesus is more interested in this and his road to 

salvation than anything else. 

 At this point Bartimaeus becomes a disciple.  He follows Jesus. 

 The presence of Jesus changes everything for everyone in the story.  But the effect 

on the crowd is interesting.  They were focussed on themselves and what they might 

discover about Jesus, or be entertained by him.  What happens to them is that Jesus 

makes them focus not on themselves but on the beggar.  Their whole attitude changes.  

From total lack of interest in Bartimaeus to one of compassion.  Perhaps the hallmark of 

the disciple is this compassion for others.  This loss of self-centredness.  Or, as the gospel 

said a while ago, losing our life, to find another. 

 

As David Amess’s family said, when full of grief, not focussing on their grief but on 

others: 
 

"So, we ask people to set aside their differences and show kindness and love to all. This 

is the only way forward. Set aside hatred and work towards togetherness. 

"Whatever one's race, religious or political beliefs, be tolerant and try to understand. 


