
 

 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - CREATION MASS 
 

On Wednesday the whole school were here for Mass 

for the first time in a long time.  I chose the gospel we 

heard just now for them because I wanted to talk to 

them about Creation, with the theme of Harvest as 

well, but also about what happens the fruits of the 

Harvest.  The rich farmer and his barns is obviously 

not the way we are meant to go. The selfish hoarding 

of what we produce, whether it be petrol, toilet rolls 

or vaccines is again not the way we should be going as Christians, as we know. 

 We do have two problems I think in all this, one is seeing people in other parts of 

our world as our brothers and sisters.  In some ways that is natural.  We can see 

ourselves, our way of life, as very different to them.   

 The other is the natural desire to look after No.1.  It is fine to say ‘Do not by too 

much petrol’, but when we are worried about not getting to the shops or work (even if 

that worry is not always logical) then whatever else  is going on in our minds, we are 

pleased that we are at the front of the queue.  The same goes for other forms of hoarding.  

'Well, at least I have enough.’ 

 This is where Jesus’ message throws a real spanner into our thinking.  And the 

question that faces us is, ‘Are we going to listen to his message, or are we going to say, 

Well I see what he is saying, and that is fine, but not just yet now.  It’s a bit like wanting 

to lose weight.  Well, I can see that I need to do it but there is too much on at the 

moment, or I am too worried about something else, or I will do it in time for Christmas, 

or wait till after Christmas, which sometimes never arrives (not Christmas but the new 

regime), as I know from personal experience. 

 I always ask the children questions in Mass and as you can imagine get some very 

interesting answers.  But they do get these issues very clearly.  With the man and his 

crops they can see immediately that hoarding is not right.  That selfishness will neither 

help others nor make you popular for that matter. 

 When it comes to seeing others as their brothers and sisters, they have their own 

battles as we all do, but they tend not to be based on prejudice.  Often any prejudices they 

have are, to be honest, fed them by older members in the family. 

 Getting back to the barns.  Let’s take a modern example.  We can see that the roll-

out of anti-Covid vaccines has been a great success in this country.  (I know some people 

are against it, but as far as we can see, at the moment, it has been a success, and some 

people are onto their boosters now.)  So we have been able to sit back and say, ‘Well, 

that has gone well,’ and though there are still many problems we have been able to open 

up society a lot more.  Life feels a bit better.  But we have to remember that this is a 

world-wide pandemic (by the very nature of that word) so what happens in the rest of the 

world will find its way to our door eventually, just as it did from a market in Wuhan, it 

appears, so many months ago.  Now there have been more vaccinations carried out in 

California alone (even with its big anti-vaxxer population) than in the whole of Africa.  



 

 

The richer countries have promised vaccines for the rest of the world, but at the same 

time their export rules (and ours) often forbid export of vaccines until their populations 

have been fully vaccinated.   

 But who will judge when that will be?  So far the best hope is that the rest of the 

world waits until 2023.  But what would we say to another country if they said the same 

to us? 

 Now, on a different tack, let’s take a look at Cafod’s work helping our brothers and 

sisters elsewhere.  From a purely selfish point of view we know that the Amazon Forest 

is, as the Pope once put it, one of the two lungs of our world (with the Congo.)  At the 

moment the rich farmers (we are back to the gospel again) are either burning down large 

swathes of the forest themselves or encouraging others to do it, in order to raise cattle, 

which also are damaging to the atmosphere in their own way.  What Cafod has been 

doing is working with smaller farmers who live in harmony with the forest and who have 

been battling to save their way of life and their farms from the richer landlords. 

 The story they tell us today his of one woman, Ivanilde, who is just such a farmer.  

She has a small patch of land where she farms and is constantly, with others, trying to 

defend her farm from attack.  What Cafod manage to do is to work with local people, 

using their knowledge of the area and supporting local structures there, to help her 

rebuild and find ways of renewing the land she has and live sustainably with it.  That is 

Cafod’s great gift.  They do not swan in and tell everyone how they should do things and 

then disappear, they use local people and knowledge, while at the same time helping 

them find new means of working, farming, and supplying funds where they are needed 

either to rebuild, and the tools sometimes for it, or discover new markets.  But it is in 

partnerships with our brothers and sisters in Brazil.  Just as Cafod are doing in Ethiopia 

and many others parts of the world. 

 When we support them we are both working with people far from us and yet so 

close to us, and recognising that they are protecting parts of the world that we actually 

need for our survival, just as in the case of Africa and the Congo and elsewhere.  But 

from another selfish point of view, if people lose their way of life, wherever that may be, 

through the expansion of deserts through climate change, or warfare, in which we are 

often involved, where will they go?  Undoubtedly to our shores where we seem to them 

to have everything.  So they come. 

 It is easy enough to preach this sort of thing, and as the gospel says ‘Do as they say 

not as they do!’  I look at my own way of life and know that as I was driving to Lancaster 

and back the other day I did have my eye on the petrol gauge, and when I look at my way 

of life, there is plenty I could do to live more sustainably. 

 But together we can begin to think about what Jesus is asking of us.  How we can 

meet that call.  Not always easy when our minds are fixed on Covid or other problems.  

But as Pope Francis encourages us to do, ‘listen to the cry of the poor and the cry of the 

earth.’ 

 (By the way, if you would like to help in this in the parish we have a Live simply 

meeting in the presbytery on 14th Oct at 7.30!) 


