
Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary time:  Homily 

  

The film ‘Fatherland’ is not a romcom, but a sort of 

tragi-comedy in that the wife of Kevin Hart, the 

American comedian, who is the central character, 

dies giving birth to their child and then he is left 

looking after the baby.  At one point in desperation 

he bursts into a mother and baby meeting (and they 

do not want him there as a man), and begs someone to tell him how to 

get the baby to stop crying.  ‘Skin to skin’ is the answer, ‘she needs to 

feel you with her.’  So we see him next in the office with no shirt and 

the baby in a sling. 

 Skin to skin is important to Jesus too.  Touch is vital to his 

healing ministry.  Making contact.  (And after this year we know how 

important it is.)  For most of us, even in ordinary times, we are pretty 

particular as to who we touch.  Even in church people have been 

known to back away from people at the ‘sign of peace’ not sure they 

want to touch them.  But touch often means acceptance. 

So in today’s gospel we have two very different characters coming 

before Jesus both of whom he would be very wary of touching.  The 

obvious one is the woman with the haemorrhage and for so many 

reasons for an ‘upright’ Jewish man at the time she was unclean.  She 

was a woman alone, an outcast, who was haemorrhaging (blood 

again).  The second is Jairus’ daughter who was at the stage of 

puberty and dead, again both reasons would make him unclean if he 

touched her.  All the Jews watching him would have known this, and 

remember that he was a Jew himself, Jesus understood all this. This 

business of being unclean was not something casual it was considered 

very serious indeed. 

 One of the people who would have known this only too well and 

lived his life by it was the synagogue official,6  Jairus.  The last thing 

he would normally have wanted Jesus to do was to enter his house for 

any reason after the woman had touched him. 



 For Jesus too, Jairus was a member of that caste of people who 

were growing in hatred for him.  Jairus was a Jewish leader who 

would have been horrified by some of the things Jesus would say, 

who would be very attuned to any blasphemy that might be said, and 

for this reason a normal person in Jesus’ position would be careful 

with him. 

 Jesus is interested in the woman and Jairus though for a 

particular reason.  A change of heart, a conversion, is taking place 

within them.  Very clearly this is being kicked into action by 

desperation in their lives, but that very desperation is opening them up 

to be able to break out of the hold that their tradition has over them 

that is stopping them being able to see with the eyes of faith. 

 The first example of this is that this Jewish leader falls on his 

knees before Jesus.  This would have shocked the crowd.  (For Mark 

the writer it is a sign to us of how we need to approach Jesus with 

humility.)  It took humility but also courage on Jairus’ part.  But for 

Jesus it is nothing to do with beating his enemies or any human 

emotion like that, it is simply that now he can work with this man.  

His eyes are open enough for him to be able to appreciate who Jesus 

is and listen to his message. 

 For the woman it is her illness that forces her to have the 

courage, as an outcast and unclean woman, to push her way through 

this probably very male crowd, and reach out to touch Jesus.  Mark, 

the writer, quite unusually for the gospel, gives us an insight into her 

thought processes.  Again humility and courage.  The act of touching 

is done by her here.  But Jesus immediately wants to know who it is.  

It is important to him, not that she is healed physically though that is 

important to him, but that he establishes a relationship once her heart 

is open to faith.  This is of course the last thing she wants, to be 

noticed. The fact that she is healed and now socially acceptable is still 

something she has to get used to.  She has spent the last twelve years 

cringing before society.  But for Jesus the face to face encounter is 



important.  Immediately he welcomes her into a family, his family: 

‘My daughter,’ he calls her.   

 When Jesus arrives at Jairus’ house everyone laughs at him.  

Even the three disciples must have wondered.  But Jesus disregards 

society’s opinion and goes in to touch her and give her new life. 

 The writer of the gospel is talking to a community that is 

wondering, thirty years after Jesus’ death, what their role might be.  

What does Jesus ask of them?  Mark gives them a picture from a day 

in the life of Jesus.   What can they see from this picture? 

 Firstly that Jesus offers us new life, will restore life to us in a 

number of ways.  Then we learn that we have to break out of some of 

the traditional and societal handcuffs that stop us seeing and acting, 

and in two ways.  In one way when this stops us from seeing Jesus in 

our own lives so that we can become open to him, so that we can 

develop both that humility and courage we need, and that may take a 

dramatic even terrible event to make it happen, and then once our 

eyes are open to reach out to those we never would have done before.  

‘What can I give others?’ we might ask ourselves.  But the answer is 

the one Peter gave to the beggar at the The Beautiful Gate in the 

Temple.  ‘I have no silver or gold to offer, but only what Jesus Christ 

has given me.’  Of course, today we might be able to offer financial 

help, but with it we need to have both humility and courage and be 

ready for an encounter because that might be the real healer, our 

touch.  And we have to believe that Jesus will act through us, which 

he will if we allow it. 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 



  


