
12
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 
  

Some years ago the kibbutz on the 

shores of the Sea of Galilee at 

Gennesaret dug an ancient fishing boat 

out of the mud, and you could see from 

the design how Jesus could have been 

sleeping while all this took place, with 

his head tucked under some planking at 

one end.  All day he had been teaching 

and meeting people in the sun and the heat so it is not surprising that he was 

fast asleep.  As we know from last week, he had been talking about faith and 

how the disciples needed to trust in it. 

 So today’s story is going to test just how far they had taken the message 

in. 

 Before we look at that though, we need to look at a few points.  

Remember that Mark’s gospel takes us on the disciples’ journey of faith in a 

number of ways and a major one is: ‘Who is this person Jesus?’  Don’t forget 

that even fishermen with a pretty simple education would be aware of the Bible 

stories and one of the most famous of these is the Creation story (two of them 

in fact.)  But at the start of the Bible God’s first work is to hold the waters back 

and take control of the chaos so that the world could be created.  All through 

the Old Testament, the Hebrew scriptures, especially in the psalms, the fear 

that the waters would once more flood the world and return us to chaos was 

present.  Only God would keep the storm at bay and the people safe.  So when 

Jesus commands the wind and the waves, stills the storm, it is a clear sign to 

the disciples that there is more than just a healer or a teacher here. 

 At the same time, the word that the story uses as he orders the wind is 

‘rebuke’ which is the same word he uses to control evil spirits and demons. 

The breadth of Jesus’ power is being revealed bit by bit.  But the more Jesus 

reveals who he is, the more he threatens the local powers that be, and, as he 

increases their hatred for him, his rejection by them leads to his death.  Those 

with power on earth cannot accept the challenge he poses to their authority. 

 Also don’t forget that we think that this gospel was written for a mainly 

previously Gentile community, probably that in Rome, which would be small 

and persecuted by the earthly powers at the time.  When Jesus tells the 

disciples to set out for the other side it holds more significance than it seems.  

The other side is Gentile territory.  The Gadarene swine, those non-kosher pigs, 



are here.  So Jesus is speaking to his disciples saying that the message I bring is 

for more than just the Jews, and Mark is speaking to the Roman community 

saying, ‘Jesus came for you as well, so do not give up.’  It leaves us thinking 

too, ‘What is the equivalent today? What would be ‘Gentile territory for us?  

Where do we need to take the word which we would never expect?’ 

 But let’s come back to the disciples and faith.  Two elements are running 

through this story, fear and faith.  The disciples knew the lake well and knew 

how dangerous it could be and how fast the weather could change, a bit like 

being a walker in the Lakes. They feared storms.  If we choose to be disciples I 

think there must be an aspect of fear in this decision for us.  Why?  Because it 

means change and facing the results of change.  You do not become a disciple 

over night, it is a journey into the light of faith as we see from the disciples’ 

story.  As we change and as we start to realise what it might mean to be a 

‘missionary disciple’ as the Pope would put it, then that lays down a challenge 

for us which it is easier to ignore or avoid.  The only way we can truly follow 

what is being asked of us is with the strength, the power, faith gives us.  Why is 

change a problem?  Obviously a lot of change is good news and brings us great 

joy.  But change means changing our life-style and presenting a new aspect of 

ourselves, new ways of doing things perhaps, possibly a decision to be more 

overt about our faith, that can challenge others, it causes disruption in other 

people’s lives, that can lead to rejection or derision, or indifference. 

 I think God will always ask more of us too, and that is why sometimes 

when we settle back thinking what a good job we have done and then faith 

seems to fail a bit, we wonder where our faith has gone, until we realise that 

God is moving us on to the next task.  Fear and faith will go hand in hand at 

times, but if we can trust in Jesus being with us always until the end of time, as 

he says, then we can deal with anything. 

 The disciples are some way from this point yet and they have more fear 

to face.  The gospel ends (in the original end) with them all running away.  Yet, 

most of them go on to be martyrs.  There must have been times in their later 

lives that they looked back on this incident in the boat and wondered how they 

had had the courage to get to where they were.  Faith in Jesus is the answer and 

that is why when they came to preach they spoke not so much about the 

Kingdom, as Jesus did, but about Jesus himself and about the power to speak 

out, the faith, that came from him. 


