
Sixth Sunday of Eastertime 2021 

One evening in London in the 1980s I went off to watch 

Blackpool who were away to Brentford.  Not a part of 

London I usually visited.  It was after work so I was in my 

suit.  I got into the right stand but the Blackpool fans were 

corralled off to one side as they often were those days, and 

there were not that many of them anyway.  A small sea of 

tangerine.  A bit of a pond rather than a sea.  So to get in with the Blackpool 

fans I had to climb out of one part of the stand onto the ground to walk round, 

and I was promptly stopped by a large policeman.  ‘Where are you going, son?’  

‘I am Blackpool fan,’ I loyally announced.  He took one look at my suit, and 

my much more London accent at the time, but seeing I looked harmless said, 

‘Rather you than me,’ letting me pass. 

 I think he assumed all away fans would be violent, especially from distant 

parts.  But in fact Blackpool were about to be relegated (often the way) and by 

the end (we lost 5-0) we were singing, ‘We’re going down, you’re not,’ in a 

very well-spirited way. 

 We can move to judgement about people, and we segregate people off 

very quickly, both in reality and in our minds. 

 Now, I think it is always a challenge to bring what our prayers, what we 

listen to, the Jesus we share, all our experiences, in church into our daily lives.  

We have an almost unconscious wall between the two, as if Church might not 

really belong in our daily lives and opinions.  We can have these walls in our 

minds about others too.  How do we resolve this?  Heal it? 

 We have to start with two of the most famous lines from our readings 

today.  ‘God is love’ and ‘God has no favourites.’ In some ways it would be 

easier to believe in a simple God.  A bit like the old clock-maker of past 

thought, winding us up and letting us go.  The impassive judge who is not 

particularly interested in us, is too far from us.  But instead the scriptures reveal 

a God who is one yet at the same time a relationship of Father, Son and Spirit, 

a being full of life and love.  A love that holds God together and so love 

defines God.  God is alive with love.   

 This mean we can relate to God in the best way.  Why would we pray to a 

God who did not love us?  One of the differences that Israel came to 

understand and Christians know, is that we do not have to beg God to love us, 



persuade him with sacrifices etc.  God loves us.  And not just when we are in 

church but all our lives. 

 So we can relate to God.  But then ‘God has no favourites’ we discover.  

We are not in competition for God’s love.  So there is no need to be in 

competition with each other, except in positive ways.   

And from this comes our Catholic Social Teaching.  

 Catholic Social Teaching is not an addition to our faith but at the core of 

it.  That dignity and equality we all have in the eyes of God, in the love of God.  

Whatever our passion or identity we still have to love Brentford fans (in fact 

there is one living in Settle.) 

 Peter, in the first reading, is starting to realise that being one of ‘The 

Chosen People’ is not part of an exclusive group, some sort of privilege.  The 

Jews were chosen to carry the message of God. It was a task, not a right.  Not a 

privilege, but a service. 

 What comes to Peter in his sudden realisation that ‘God has no 

favourites’ is that everyone is loved by God. As St. John points out, this is the 

very thing that unites us and God, as God is love. 

 Last week we were talking about renewal.  One aspect of this is letting 

the power of the Holy Spirit into all aspects of our lives.  We have conscious or 

unconscious barriers, prejudices, in our minds about certain people.  Reflex 

actions to certain groups.  For example, Al quaeda, Isis, even people of other 

Christian denominations at times, neighbours, even family. But what 

astonishes Peter and his companions is that these pagans standing before him, 

Cornelius and his family, even worse than being pagan that these are 

occupying Romans, the enemy, the oppressors, of whom Jews would be very 

wary. It suddenly becomes clear to him that they have the Holy Spirit within 

them.   They are indeed his brothers and sisters.  This is the sight of the love of 

God at work. 

 Last week we were talking about renewal.  Perhaps this week we can 

work on applying ‘God has no favourites’ to all those we encounter, to all our 

judgements about other people. 

 I know that you will all be delighted to hear that Blackpool are in the 

League One play-offs this season and could possibly go up, not exactly a 

resurrection but a move in the right direction.   Brentford, now way ahead in 

the Championship, are in the Championship Play-offs almost in the 

Premiership.  But in the spirit of God loving us all, including Brentford, one 

has to be pleased for them. 


