
Seventh Sunday of Eastertime 
 

Shakespeare always has a good take on 

history, often not very historical.  His version 

of Prince Hal and Falstaff, the carousing 

young prince with the drunken side-kick, may 

or may not be true to life.  But in the film, 

The King, what agonises the old king is whether he can really trust his 

son to run the country.  (Falstaff here gets a better presentation of 

himself in the film than the play.)  It is one of those classic story scenes 

where the parent hands on his work with great trepidation to his child or 

children, who either do well or don’t. 

 That is pretty much the setting of today’s first reading and gospel.  

In the gospel Jesus is praying to his Father to look after the apostles, his 

children in a way.  Will they be able to carry on his work.  Jesus is sure 

that they can with the help he leaves behind, and yet there is a certain 

amount of almost anxiety in his prayer.  ‘May they be one as we are 

one.’  He is asking for his Father’s help, that the plan may succeed.  

After all, he is about to invest a lot in it with his death.  We don’t often 

see Jesus praying directly to his Father, but this is one of the most 

powerful moments where he is both very clearly reacting as a human, in 

his worry, and divine, in his closeness to his Father. 

 Jesus holds within himself this partnership between the two.  In 

ordinary humanity it plays out in a different way.  At Creation God 

invites us to be partners with him in creating, we till the land, God will 

water, God creates and we name the creatures.  At the start of this new 

creation, the Church, the apostles flounder for a while, until Peter pulls 

them together.  Peter understands that as yet they do not have the whole 

picture of what God intends, but he knows they have to continue, and 

that Jesus had a plan for them and the new community.  So what they do 

is follow what he did.  The first thing, after prayer, is to look at what he 

first put together, and that is their own group.   They are still wounded by 

the betrayal of Judas, who had been a friend over these three years with 

Jesus.  It was one of their own who had handed Jesus over. They had to 

heal that wound.   



 It also runs deep in their history and faith that where you need to 

have firm foundations the number twelve is important.  Israel itself was 

founded on the twelve tribes, and if they are to be the new Israel, if they 

are to show that they are both a break with the past in some ways, but 

more importantly a continuation of it, then they need to be twelve as 

Jesus had called them. 

 So they do what humans do, and we have experienced recently, 

they have an election.  They have two candidates and they decide it with 

prayer and with lots.  ‘Lots’ seems an odd way to settle it to us, (like 

drawing straws) and we only do this for jury service today where names 

are chosen out of a sort of hat.  But they used to use this much more in 

ancient times, and it is when you have two candidates who are equally as 

good and you cannot choose between them.  The apostles have a 

different take on this as before they draw the lots they pray, and expect 

or hope that God will guide them, or guide the lottery (as it really is), in 

the resulting choice.  It is God and the people working together in 

forming this new community.  The only qualification required is that the 

candidates should have walked with Jesus and witnessed the 

resurrection.  Not the actual event as no-one saw that, but met Jesus after 

it. So we have Matthias as an apostle whose feast day was on Friday, 

who can now bear witness to Jesus with them. 

 Our bishops are the inheritors of this group of apostles.  We have, 

in the past, often left things to the bishops to make decisions, and that is 

one of their roles.  But possibly we have left too much to them and 

forgotten what St. Peter tells us in his letters. Just as the twelve sons of 

Jacob were the foundation stones of Israel, so these apostles are the 

foundations of the Christian community, based around the key-stone 

(once rejected) that is Jesus.  But Peter goes on to say that these are 

living stones, this is an alive and dynamic community, the Church, not, 

as you might say, set in stone and a monolithic body.  And St. Peter says 

we are all living stones, all built into one Church on the foundations of 

Jesus and his apostles.  How we are dynamic comes with the descent of 

the Holy Spirit which we celebrate next Sunday.  It is the results of the 

arrival of the Holy Spirit that we have been exploring ever since.  

  


