
Homily for 26
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Do you remember the Kipling poem ‘If.’ 

 

If you can keep your head when all about you    

    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,    

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 

    But make allowance for their doubting too;    

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 

    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 

 

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;    

 

Then it ends in good Empire-building Victorian language: 

 

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,    

    And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 

 

He wrote this in 1910 to encourage his son, John, at the end of the 

Edwardian era.  Little did they know it, but the First World War was 

soon to break out in four years time which would hasten the end of 

the Empire, and in which his son would die. 

 

St. Paul’s piece today is not really for reading.  We tend to think of him 

sitting down and writing convoluted passages that would baffle 

anyone, and are hard to read in church, and perhaps the letter to the 

Romans is a bit more like that.  But, in fact, he dictated his letters and 

wrote them as if he was speaking directly to his congregation. 

So in today’s passage he is speaking to the small church of Philippi on 

the northern Aegean shore, and trying to encourage them in their new 

faith and the new experience of knowing the Risen Christ.  Straight 

after this passage Paul has incorporated a famous early Christian 

hymn, perhaps the earliest Christian theology we have, about Christ 

emptying himself of his divinity for us, dying for us and then being 

raised up by the Father to be worshipped. But before he comes to that 

he wants to encourage them.  Like Kipling, Paul, rhetorically, uses the 

word ‘if’ repeatedly. What it really sounds like in the original is this. 



‘If, in Christ, there is any encouragement (the word he uses is 

‘paraclete’ which Jesus uses for the Holy Spirit as Counsellor or 

guide,’) any encouragement, 

If there is any comfort or incentive of love (agape) (as in spur to act in 

love), 

If, in Christ, you have found a fellowship, a community, in the Spirit.  

If Christ has touched your heart (he uses the same word as the one I am 

often going on about of ‘guts’ to describe Jesus’ compassion for us, so 

a really moving experience,) and  

if you have felt compassion, 

If you have found all this in Christ 

then I am overjoyed, my joy is complete, 

that you have the same shared love, you are united in spirit and of one 

mind. 

(This is the community he wants to build. 

Then he changes tack a bit:) 

Don’t be led by selfishness or a cheap desire to boast, putting yourself 

forward, but in all humility count others as better than yourselves. 

Not looking out for yourselves, but for the interests of others. 

 

Then Paul ends, in his version of ‘And then you will be a man, my son,’ 

with: ‘Keep this in mind yourselves, and then you are in Christ.’ 

 

These are very early Christians.  It is only twenty or so years after Jesus 

has died on the cross.  They have come from all sorts of backgrounds, 

many of them Jews.  What Paul is saying to them is: in this new 

community, knowing Jesus, have you found a new way of life?  Has 

knowing Jesus made a difference? 

Has it been a spur to love?  Have you found a sense of community of 

being of one mind in Christ? 

Has it really touched the depths of your heart this new faith? 

This is what he hopes for. 

 

Paul is not building an empire, he is seeking to help build a kingdom of 

the heart, as Jeremiah said, ‘I will put this law within them, I will 

write it on their hearts, and they will be my people and I will be their 

God.’ 

Paul is trying to show them that this promise of God’s is there for the 

having, as it is for us. 


