
Homily for 25
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 
Back in the day, many years ago, when there were five priests in a 

parish, there was a strict order in the diocese of who was to be 

promoted next to ‘parish priest’.  The one who reached the top of the 

list was called ‘The Head Waiter.’  If, for whatever reason, the Bishop 

decided not to promote him, then there was a good deal of muttering 

and questioning as to why he had been ‘passed over.’  After all wasn’t 

it his ‘right’ to be next.  So why had he been by-passed?  What was 

up?  And why was the other guy promoted over him?   Now, every set 

of workers has its own ideas about what is fair.  What we often fail to 

think about, when the gossip is flying around, is what decision is right 

for the good of the firm, which it is in everyone’s interest to make 

successful. Dioceses too. 

 So it is in our parable.  We always concentrate on how unfair the 

boss seems to be, and know that if we were the first one to be hired 

then we would be pretty miffed as well.  But, as ever, what Jesus is 

trying to get us to do is not concentrate on ourselves but on the work 

in hand, and that is spreading the Good News of the gospel. 

 In Graham Greene’s ‘The Power and the Glory’, the whisky 

priest’s focus is on his own sins, he hates himself for how he is, but in 

fact he achieves great good, even heroism.  This is what God knows 

we are capable of, sinners or not, that is what God looks at and hopes 

for from us. 

 So when the men argue about the wages in the gospel, that it 

what we concentrate on, but for the landowner it is the job in hand 

that is central, and to finish it he is ready to be generous. 

 God, in the gift of his Son for us, has paid what it takes to get 

his job done, which is our salvation, and he is not quibbling about 



what stage we decide to love him, and has no intention of setting up a 

hierarchy in heaven of who got there first or started to believe first. 

 If we apply the same logic, the focussing on the work to be done 

rather than who is doing it first or best, to the theme of this Creation 

season, then it can give us a new point of view.  What we are tasked 

to do is look after God’s gift of this world to us.  We know now that 

we have not done this very well and the results are directly affecting 

us.  Even if we do not believe in the complete scientific argument, it 

is pretty logical to us that sending up lots of pollution will affect 

people’s breathing and worse, and that filling the seas with non-

biodegradable materiel that we have made, like plastic, cannot be 

good for the fish or the seas, and what we eat from them. 

 Our temptation is to argue endlessly about ‘who is saving the 

planet best?’  ‘I do not like Extinction Rebellion,’ ‘I do not think 

others are taking it seriously enough,’ ‘the government should not be 

curtailing my freedom,’ ‘what he or she is doing will make no 

difference,’ and so on.  Some of our points are excuses to do nothing, 

and some are sensibly held.   

 But there is a feeling of Nero fiddling while Rome burns here, 

or rearranging the deckchairs on the Titanic. 

 We all have gut feelings that influence our opinions.  We all 

find the arguments of others wrong or perhaps just odd at times. 

When we went down to stand outside the fracking site on Preston 

New Road near Blackpool there were a whole lot of bras attached to 

the wire fencing around the sight.  (Of course, as I had my clerical 

shirt and collar on they were enjoying photographing me in front of 

them.)  But I was a little baffled as to what it meant. 

 Yet if we are to tackle the situation, we need more 

understanding and commitment to each other, rather than argument. 

 In the gospel there is a massive class difference between the 

landowner and the workers, and whole questions about justice for the 

workers.  (Besides the fact that, as someone pointed out, if you pay 

the last arrivals as much as the first who is going to be there early in 



the morning on the next day?  They will all roll up at lunchtime.   

Which asks us the question, would we be likely to take advantage of 

another’s generosity?) 

 But one thing is very clear.   Workers and landlord depend on 

the land to survive.  It is in the interest of everyone to look after it and 

to make sure that it is productive and well-cared for, and vines take 

great care.  As Pope Francis said, this is our common home, and we 

can argue all we like, but to no purpose if while we are talking it dies, 

taking us all with it. 

 For us as Catholics the idea that looking after the planet might 

be part of our faith, our Christian calling, is relatively new, and others 

got there well before us.  We have often thought that the saving of 

souls is the only issue.  It is, but Jesus has done that.  So what is our 

roll?  Surely to respond to his generosity in love and also think about  

our brothers and sisters who are following us. 

 In Genesis as we know God creates a wonderful world.  

Straightaway he creates us, and defines us as being in his image and 

likeness and looking after this world, its stewards.  To fail to do so is 

to reject a vital part of what it is to be human, in God’s eyes. 

 In the film ‘Soylent Green’ the countryside has died, the masses 

live in a totally polluted world, you are only allowed to see pictures of 

it in the euthanasia centre.   

 We already have endless animal and wildlife programmes on 

TV, and our descendants might ask themselves, ‘If they kept watching 

endless programmes of this old bloke David Attenborough, whoever 

he was, why didn’t they do something?’   


