
Homily for 24
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Today’s gospel is a parable on 

forgiveness and debt.  What 

about one for our own time? 

 “A rich man with lots of 

money, we could say he was a 

man who ran a bank, had so 

much money he just needed to 

make more.  So he looked around for people to lend it to at good 

interest rates so that he would get wealthier.  A found a few dictators 

of very poor countries who said, ‘Lend me money and you can have 

all my people’s wealth.’  So he did and all went well until the 

dictators were thrown out, and had to flee to the South of France with 

all the money, and the people refused to pay.  But a very powerful 

World Bank demanded they pay, and so the poor country got poorer 

and the rich richer.  Then the rich man found another group of very 

poor people in his own country who wanted to buy their own houses 

and it looked such a good source of money that he leant so much 

money even he could did not have enough, so he borrowed more 

money to lend even more, and that made him even richer.  

Unfortunately for him, one day someone who had loaned him money 

realised that he was very rich but his bank did not actually have any 

real money it was all invested and they started to demand he pay them 

back.  So the rich man demanded the poor people leave their homes, 

so he could sell them.  Even then he did not have enough so he went 

to his government and said, ‘Unless you want the whole system to 

collapse you have to look after me, and they did in a big way, with the 

money the poorer people paid in taxes.’  So the poor got even poorer 

and the rich got even richer.  And there was no forgiveness.” 

 Parables do not have to be fair, and there are many good people 

who run banks today.  I am sure Jesus would come up with a much 

better parable if he were with us now.  After all, he was very good at 



it.   But today’s gospel is the one Jesus chooses to end his chapter on 

how the community needs to run.  He chooses stories from the events 

around the people at the time. He knows the debt into which so many 

poor people had to get then in order to survive.  How many poor 

farmers often lived in debt to richer landlords or merchants to keep 

going, which is just what organisations like Fair Trade are trying to 

avoid today.  Jesus is also well aware that no community will survive 

if two things are not accepted as at the heart of it, these are a sense of 

justice, and of forgiveness. 

 If we look at any of our problems today and many of the 

demonstrations that are taking place across the world, there is a 

massive feeling that there is a lack of justice.  This is at the heart of 

#MeToo and BlackLivesMatter, those campaigning for refugees on 

Lesbos and Calais and elsewhere, those who are furious that a mining 

company like RioTintoZinc can think it can blow up a 46,000 year old 

native Australian holy place with impunity.  At home, those unhappy 

with the way coronavirus seems to have hit some parts of society 

more than others and exposed poverty and overcrowding in our  

wealthy countries. 

 All these and more are just causes for demonstration, but for 

Jesus any anger must come with forgiveness.  Look at Ecclesiasticus 

whose writing appears in the Old Testament, but was writing much 

closer to Jesus’ own time.  “If a man nurses anger against another, can 

he demand compassion from the Lord?’  ‘Forgive your neighbour the 

hurt he does you.’  ‘He who exacts vengeance will experience the 

vengeance of the Lord.’  ‘Stop hating.’ 

 So much for the way so many people easily quote, ‘An eye for 

an eye.’  Jesus and Judaism was and is steeped in the theology and 

morality of forgiveness.  It was at the core of the writings of 

Maimonides, a Jewish theologian of the 12
th

 century who wrote: 

When one person sins against another, the victim should not harbour 

hatred and remain silent. … Rather, it is incumbent upon them to 

speak to the assailant and to say, “Why have you done such and such 



and why have your sinned against me by doing such and such? … If 

the aggressor repents and asks for forgiveness, he must forgive. The 

forgiver must not be cruel.” 

 For some this is asking too much, but Maimonides believes the 

victim has a duty to give forgiveness if the assailant, the offender, 

asks for it.   

 Surely Jesus is a forerunner to this when he says, ‘Forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.’ 

 For the community to survive, Jesus demands that we take up 

the truly hard task of forgiving those who wound us, for in this both 

they and we, and the community, find healing. 

 This can be achieved if we believe in it, and it can be done even 

in the most extreme circumstances, as the films, ‘The Railway Man’ 

or ‘Unbroken’ show us only too well. 

 Yes, we are right to demand justice, but Jesus asks us, calls on 

us, to accept the duty to forgive too.  To give the gift of forgiveness. 


