
Homily for the Assumption 
 
What do you think of the Queen?  If you ask people this question you 
will get some very different answers. 

It depends where you are and who you ask.  Their age, their life, 
their feeling about society.  But why would your feelings about one 
woman be about society? 

That’s because she is no ordinary woman.  In one sense she is: 
she is a mother, who has had some fairly traumatic times with her 
family as we know, she is a wife, she also has a great capacity for 
doing her job in a way that even those who don’t agree with her 
position usually respect.  And managed that with dignity and 
impartiality whatever else might be going on. 

But the Queen also represents a variety of aspects of national 
life.  She is the Head of State.  The government, the courts, the army, 
all work in her name (even if her power is different to that of her 
ancestors).  Abroad she represents the country.  She is the head of the 
national church.  She is Patron of many a charity or other 
organisation.  An attack on her would be seen as an attack on the State 
and on the country (the two are not the same.)  She is a focus for 
national celebrations, and she can apparently descend from 
helicopters with James Bond when required (Olympic Games.) 

Some hate what she represents, some love it.  Some would wish 
to end her role, others support it, but she and her role represent 
something that affects us all in some way. 
 

So it is with Mary, Our Lady.  She is of course Jesus’ mother, 
the one who gives birth to Jesus, she is the wife of Joseph, she is the 
supporter of the apostles, the one who mourns her son most deeply. 
For all of this we venerate her.  Especially for her willingness to 
accept her call from God. 



It is here that Mary starts to become something else as well. 
Throughout the gospels we are told that the Holy Spirit is the gift of 
God that Jesus sends and that we need for salvation, and Mary is the 
first one of us to engage with the Holy Spirit so closely.  She is the 
first human being to whom God gives the gift of sinlessness, which 
seems almost to lift her beyond us ordinary beings.  It is held that she 
has to be perfect in this way to be the bearer of God’s son (Theotokos 
in Greek).  But it also means, and this is most important, that our 
humanity is right for this.  Our human bodies, our selves, can be like 
this.  This is where Mary, as one of us, comes to represent all of us. 

When we look back to the image of the Garden of Eden the 
picture is one of sinless humanity walking with God.  Now we realise 
that in Mary God is speaking to us all.  “You can be like this.  This is 
my hope for you.” 

In that first fairly wacky and uncomfortable reading from the 
very strange Book of the Apocalypse/ Revelation, the woman and the 
events are there as an image.  It could be an image of the birth of 
Christ, the good rescued from evil, or an image of us all and our 
communal birth, difficult journey, and rescue, or that of the Church. 
Here we can see that when it is applied to Mary she becomes an 
image of, or ikon of, the mother of the Church and mother of us all. 

Because for us, Catholics especially, we believe that God acts in 
so many ways in our lives.  God is with us through the actions of 
others.  His love, his grace, touches us through others.  God works 
through others. Also he comes to us in a sacramental way, by which I 
do not mean only Holy Communion, but that included.  Sacramental 
means through any symbol or sign that points us to God and makes 
God present to us.  As the Vatican Council says, this includes the 
Church, but also all creation, as well as Mary.  Then God is with us in 
the Communion of all his people, all his saints, and Mary is the 
mother, the preeminent among these, who are with us on our journey. 



So we come to the Assumption.  What a strange and unprovable 
idea, that Mary’s body be lifted straight into heaven.  But let’s pause 
for a moment to think about what Mary represents.  The Church, the 
communion of Saints, ourselves in all our humanity, bodily and 
otherwise, our intimacy with God and the love he has for the 
humanity he has created out of love. 

In today’s gospel Elizabeth says: ‘Blessed is she who believed 
that the promise made to her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’  Mary, 
when she accepts the promise by her simple ‘Yes’ to the Lord, speaks 
on behalf of all of us.  Especially those of us who struggle most of all 
to say ‘Yes’ to God.  Her acceptance is a commitment and a hope, a 
trust in God.  Her life is that of a woman of her time, but it becomes, 
it represents, a message to us all as God speaks through her life to us. 

The promise made to her is made to us.  Her life shows us that 
we can say ‘Yes’ to God.  In her death and arrival in heaven God 
speaks to us as well.  

God says to us: “As I have received Mary into heaven, so I want 
to welcome you.”  Not in exactly the same way, as we need more 
preparation to meet God, but as the people he created out of love, we 
are called and enabled by his love and grace to live with him and 
Mary and all the saints in heaven. 

 


