
Homily for 19
th

 Sunday 

 

Apparently Archimedes leapt out of 

his bath when he discovered his 

Principle and ran down the street 

shouting ‘Eureka’, I have found it.  

For many people discovering Christ 

truly for the first time it can have the 

same sort of effect.  Over the last few weeks the gospels have been 

about what sort of ground we might be, dry, thorny, fertile?  But there 

is always the chance that we will have a ‘leap out of the bath’ 

moment, or like Peter, out of the boat.  Peter has been with Jesus for 

some time already, but today he really ‘sees’ him.  In the gospels 

when it says ‘see’ it usually means something more than just sight. It 

is about seeing with the eyes of faith.  So Peter leaps out of the boat, 

on Jesus’ assurance that he can, and starts to move across the water. 

 But there is always that moment, however we come to faith and 

however fervent, and perhaps particularly when our discovery is 

fervent, that we stop and begin to say to ourselves.  Am I really sure 

Jesus is there?  I mean, I cannot see him really.  Am I just fooling 

myself?  There will be plenty of people to tell you the same thing. 

 It is at that point, like Peter, we begin to sink.  The doubt 

overwhelms us.  I think most of us suffer from this at some time. 

 I once went to see my spiritual director and I was in just one of 

those darker times and wondered how I was going to explain it to 

him.  I managed to get through some sort of explanation. 

 This is the gospel that he picked in response. 

He said: When you get into that frame of mind, it might be about faith 

or about some worry that is swamping you, think of this gospel.  

Imagine the hand of Jesus there, outstretched, inviting you to grasp it. 

 

 Because one of the problems is that when we are struggling it is 

hard to think straight, to see God’s hand.  So how does God help?  



Well, I cannot say I know exactly, but God seems to be showing us in 

the readings today how he works.  The first thing he says to the 

disciples in the boat is ‘Do not be afraid.’  We all know only too well 

that when we are sick or in distress one of the first things to go out of 

the window is rational thought.  If we can get calm, remove or 

diminish our fear, it then allows us to think a little more clearly.  Once 

we can do that we can reflect on the problem more easily. 

 In distress we tend to say, ‘I want, need, a solution to this 

problem NOW.’   

 But if we are calmer we might be able to see that the answer we 

are demanding may not be the one that is that is really needed. 

 We might also be able to accept that God may have a different 

answer to the one we thought has to happen. 

 We might also be able to deal with the possibility that we might 

not get an answer. 

 But perhaps more importantly we then have a clearer head to see 

that the answer lies in a completely different place than where we are 

looking. 

 In the first reading Elijah has been on the run from Ahab and 

Jezebel, the King and Queen, of Israel, and rather than doing his job 

as a prophet he is hiding deep in a cave.  So God calls him out of his 

fear and darkness, to the light at the mouth of the cave.  Dramatic 

scenes erupt that look as if they might carry the voice of God.  But in 

the end it is the small quiet voice where God’s message is to be found. 

 If we are in the right frame of mind to listen and look, there is a 

chance that we will not overlook the words of the quiet person, the 

one no one pays attention to, or the event that seemed to go by with 

no one noticing. 

 Bathwater led Archimedes to a world famous discovery.  He 

must have sat in a bath at least once a week, but suddenly what he 

sees in a small event changes everything.   

 God is speaking to us in so many ways, but he needs us to be 

paying attention. 


