
Homily for 17
th

 Sunday Ordinary Time. 
 

In every age people have dreamt of being rich.  I 

can remember when the lottery first began I used 

to go in and get a ticket for myself (though my 

enthusiasm soon ran out.)  Many of us from 

children upwards have chatted about what we 

would do if we won the lottery.  What would we 

spend all that money on?  And sometimes, in an 

idle moment, wonder what footballers do with all that money, and 

occasionally announce that it is immoral to pay anyone that much, but 

whether we would be so righteous if we had it is another matter. 

 Do you remember Jack and the Beanstalk?  If you have children or 

grandchildren you might have come across it recently.  The seemingly 

stupid hero Jack, the cow, the magic beans, the outraged mother, and then 

the adventure with the massive beanstalk, battle with the giant and, at the 

end of the search, the goose laying the golden eggs.  Apparently a similar 

story was being told 4500 years ago.  Again it is about wealth, and then 

adventure and risk, and trusting in, and facing, the unknown, also of course 

comedy, with the selling of the cow and the magic beans, the irate mother, 

the precious goose and the giant. 

 Every age has these stories.  Ireland has its rainbows, pots of gold 

and leprechauns, who apparently wore red coats originally. 

 So when Jesus is talking in parables to his crowd, he knows the sort 

of thing they talk and joke about.  The stories they have.  They are 

fishermen and women, farmers, they know about fields and markets and 

pearls, and they undoubtedly talk wistfully about being rich at times.  They 

see the rich all around them, on horses or in carriages passing by, they owe 

them money, and dream about what they would do if they had it. 

 Now throughout the Bible, the writers have taken local and foreign 

stories to say what they want to.  There are all those early creation stories 

and about the flood, which are taken from Babylon mainly, but given a 

very different twist.  In this case, unlike in Babylon, they stress that God is 

loving and loves harmony.  So we have the Jewish ‘six day creation’ story 

where everything is given a place in peace until God rests too on the 

seventh day, and the flood with God and Noah, also taken from the story 



of a Babylonian hero, which becomes a story of a new covenant between 

God and humanity. 

 So in today’s parables, Jesus is using again what the people know 

and what they dream about and changing it to suit his purpose. 

 Remember the line from earlier in Matthew’s gospel, in Chapter 6, 

‘where your heart is, there will be your treasure also.’ 

 So today we have two parables that ask us directly: “What treasure 

do we dream about, where are our hearts?”  Are we interested in seeking 

the Kingdom that Jesus is offering?  Because what he is saying to us here 

is that for all we might dream of finding earthly riches (our lottery number 

coming up, which is as likely as investing in magic beans), real wealth is 

his to give. 

 In both of these stories we have again the search, the joy of finding, 

the risk, and the investment of everything in order to obtain the Kingdom 

of Heaven. 

 That is the ultimate message.  Are we ready, like Jack, to invest 

everything that we have in this Kingdom?  Last week we talked about 

decisions to be made in the face of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Here it is 

again.  How far are we ready to go? 

 And to be honest, we are usually invested to a degree.  We see what 

Jesus offers and we know that it is ‘a good thing’ but taking the next step 

can be too much. I am sure Jesus totally knows this and sympathises.  

After all, we have the disciples’ lives in the gospel and they show us just 

that.  For much of their lives they love Jesus, admire him, are lost in 

wonder at what he does, but yet they doubt and they question, and in the 

end they run away. Yet Jesus loves them.  It is only later, when they grasp 

fully the significance of Jesus’ resurrection, that they start to lose their 

grasp on worldly things.  Most of us are on that journey. (Half way up the 

beanstalk.)  We are where the disciples were.  But let’s keep searching for 

what the disciples discovered because being on the search is in itself 

already being a part of the Kingdom.   

 Another way to look at these parables is to turn them around and say, 

‘What if the seeker is Jesus?’  Then we realise that he has run great risks, 

he has invested everything in discovering his treasure.  But what is his 

treasure them?  Then we realise that his treasure is us.  


