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Sunday – Week 18 

 

Collect: 

Draw near to Your servants, O Lord, 

and answer their prayers with unceasing kindness, 

that, for those who glory in You as their Creator and guide, 

You may restore what You have created 

and keep safe what You have restored. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Mathew 14:13-21  

 

Today’s prayer: 

A Christian’s Prayer in Union with Creation  

 

Father, we praise You with all Your creatures. 

They came forth from Your all-powerful hand; 

they are Yours, filled with Your presence and Your tender love. 

Praise be to You! 

  

Son of God, Jesus, through You all things were made. 

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 

You became part of this earth, 

and You gazed upon this world with human eyes. 

Today You are alive in every creature in Your risen glory. 

Praise be to You! 

 

Holy Spirit, by Your light 

You guide this world towards the Father’s love 

and accompany creation as it groans in travail. 

You also dwell in our hearts 

and You inspire us to do what is good. 

Praise be to You! 

 

Pope Francis from Prayers at the end of the Encyclical, 

 "On Care of Or Common Home, " Laudato Si'" 



Monday – Week 18 

 

Collect:  

Draw near to Your servants, O Lord, 

and answer their prayers with unceasing kindness, 

that, for those who glory in You as their Creator and guide, 

You may restore what You have created 

and keep safe what You have restored. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew  14:13-21 

 

Today’s prayer: 

A Morning Offering of Self 

 

O My Jesus,  

here is my tongue  

that You may watch over it,  

that it may not utter more than pleases You,  

and that my silence may speak to You.  

Here are my ears, 

that they may listen only to the voice of duty and to Your voice, O Jesus!  

Here are my eyes,  

that they may not cease to see You in every face  

and in every work.  

Here are my hands and my feet,  

that You may make them agile,  

that they may be riveted to Your service alone 

and to the fulfillment of Your desires.  

Here are my thoughts,  

that Your Light may possess them.  

Here is my heart, that Your Love, O Jesus,  

may reign and rest in it! 

 
 Sister Mary of the Holy Trinity (1901-1942), Poor Clare of Jerusalem and Mystic 

Tuesday – St John Vianney 
Priest 
 

Collect:  

Almighty and merciful God, 

who made the Priest Saint John Vianney 

wonderful in his pastoral zeal, 

grant, we pray, 

that through his intercession and example 

we may in charity win brothers and sisters for Christ 

and attain with them eternal glory. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 9:35–10:1 

 

Today’s prayer:  
Prayer for Priests 

 

God, please give to Your Church today 

many more priests after Your own heart. 

May they be worthy representatives of Christ the Good Shepherd. 

May they wholeheartedly devote themselves to prayer and penance; 

be examples of humility and poverty; 

shining models of holiness; 

tireless and powerful preachers of the Word of God; 

zealous dispensers of Your grace in the sacraments. 

May their loving devotion to Your Son Jesus in the Eucharist 

and to Mary his Mother 

be the twin fountains of fruitfulness for their ministry.  Amen. 

 
By St John Vianney (8

th
 May 1786 · Dardilly - 4

th
 Aug 1859 · Ars-sur-Formans) 

 

 

 



Wednesday – Week 18 
Dedication of the Baslica of St Mary Major 
 

Collect:  

Draw near to Your servants, O Lord, 

and answer their prayers with unceasing kindness, 

that, for those who glory in You as their Creator and guide, 

You may restore what You have created 

and keep safe what You have restored. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Today’s prayer: 

Prayer to Mary, Mother of the Church and Mother of our faith 
 

Mother, help our faith! 

Open our ears to hear God’s word and to recognise His voice and call. 

Awaken in us a desire to follow in His footsteps,  

to go forth from our own land and to receive His promise. 

Help us to be touched by His love,  

that we may touch Him in faith. 

Help us to entrust ourselves fully to Him  

and to believe in His love,  

especially at times of trial,  

beneath the shadow of the cross,  

when our faith is called to mature. 

Sow in our faith the joy of the Risen One. 

Remind us that those who believe are never alone. 

Teach us to see all things with the eyes of Jesus,  

that He may be light for our path.  

And may this light of faith always increase in us,  

until the dawn of that undying day  

which is Christ Himself, Your Son, our Lord! 

 
 Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary at the conclusion of the Encyclical ‘Lumen Fidei’  

(29 June 2013)  

Thursday – The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 

Collect:  

O God, who in the glorious Transfiguration 

of our Only Begotten Son 

confirmed the mysteries of faith by the witness of the Fathers 

and wonderfully prefigured our full adoption to sonship, 

grant, we pray, to Your servants, 

that, listening to the voice of Your beloved Son, 

we may merit to become co-heirs with Him. 

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Today’s Hymn: 
 

Transfigured Christ, none comprehends 

Your majesty, whose splendour stuns 

All waking souls; whose light transcends 

the brightness of a thousand suns! 
 

You stand with Moses on the hill, 

You speak of Your new exodus. 

The way through death You will fulfill 

by dying helpless on the Cross. 
 

You stand here with Elijah too, 

by whom the still small voice was heard; 

and You, Yourself, will prove God true, 

made mute in death, incarnate Word. 
 

If we could bear Your brightness here 

and stay forever in Your light, 

then we would conquer grief and fear, 

and scorn the terrors of the night. 
 

But, from the heights, You bring us down 

to share earth’s agonies with You, 

where piercing thorns are made Your crown 

and death, accepted, proves love true. 
 

Majestic Christ, God’s well-loved Son, 

if we must share Your grief and loss, 

transfigure us, when all is done, 

with glory shining from Your Cross.  Alan Gaunt (1935-) 



Friday – St Edmund Arrowsmith 

St Ambrose Barlow and Companions 

The Martyrs of Lancaster 
 

Collect:  

Almighty Father,  

may those who died on the hill above Lancaster,  

grieving for England which they prayed God soon to convert,  

be our patrons now in heaven, 

that our lives may witness to the faith they professed. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 10:17-22 

 

Today’s prayer:  

A Litany of the Lancaster Martyrs  

 

St Edmund Arrowsmith, Pray for us 

St Ambrose Barlow, Pray for us 

Blessed Edward Bamber, Pray for us 

Blessed James Bell, Pray for us 

Blessed John Finch, Pray for us 

Blessed Richard Hurst, Pray for us 

Blessed Thurstan Hunt, Pray for us 

Blessed Robert Middleton, Pray for us 

Blessed Robert Nutter, Pray for us 

Blessed John Thules, Pray for us 

Blessed Thomas Whittaker, Pray for us 

Blessed John Woodcock, Pray for us 

Blessed Edward Thwing, Pray for us 

Blessed Roger Wrenno, Pray for us 

Venerable Lawrence Bailey, Pray for us 

All unknown men & women who died in Lancaster for the faith, Pray for us 

 

Saturday – St Dominic 
Priest 
 

Collect:  

May Saint Dominic come to the help of Your Church 

by his merits and teaching, O Lord, 

and may he, who was an outstanding preacher of Your truth, 

be a devoted intercessor on our behalf.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Luke 9:57-62 

 

Today’s prayer: 

May God the Father,  

who made us, bless us.  

May God the Son,  

who redeemed us, send healing into our midst. 

May God the Holy Spirit,  

who gives us life, move within us. 

May God give us eyes to see to God,  

ears to hear God, 

and hands to bring God’s work into the world. 

May we walk with God  

and preach the word of God to all. 

May the angel of peace watch over us  

and lead us at last by God's grace  

to the eternal Kingdom. 

 
Prayer of St Dominic (8

th
 August 1170 Caleruega, - 6

th
 August 1221 Bologna) 

 


