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Sunday - Week 16 
 

Collect: 

Show favour, O Lord, to Your servants 

and mercifully increase the gifts of Your grace, 

that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity, 

they may be ever watchful in keeping Your commands. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 13:24-43 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Lord, grant that I may always allow myself 

to be guided by You, 

always follow Your plans, 

and perfectly accomplish Your Holy Will. 

Grant that in all things, 

great and small, 

today and all the days of my life, 

I may do whatever You require of me. 

Help me respond to the slightest prompting of Your Grace, 

so that I may be Your trustworthy instrument for Your honour. 

May Your Will be done in time 

and in eternity by me, in me, and through me. Amen. 

 

St Teresa Of Avila (28
th

 March 1515 · Gotarrendura 

- 15
th

 October 1582 · Alba de Tormes) 
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Monday – Week 16  

St Apollinaris 

Bishop and martyr 
 
Collect:  

Show favour, O Lord, to Your servants 

and mercifully increase the gifts of Your grace, 

that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity, 

they may be ever watchful in keeping Your commands. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 12:38-42 

 

Today’s prayer:  

Direct Your faithful, Lord, 

in the way of eternal salvation, 

which the Bishop Saint Apollinaris 

showed by his teaching and martyrdom, 

and grant, through his intercession, 

that we may so persevere 

in keeping your commandments 

as to merit being crowned with him. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Early accounts report that Saint Apollinaris was ordained bishop by Saint 

Peter himself  

and sent as a missionary bishop to Ravenna during the reign of the 

Emperor Claudius. Renowned for his powers to heal in the name of Christ, 

he was frequently exiled, tortured,  

and imprisoned for the faith, and finally martyred in 79 at Ravenna. 
 

 

Tuesday – Week 15 
St Lawrence of Brindisi 

Priest and doctor of the Church 
 

Collect:  

Show favour, O Lord, to Your servants 

and mercifully increase the gifts of Your grace, 

that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity, 

they may be ever watchful in keeping Your commands. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 12:46-50 

 

Today’s prayer:  
Almighty God, 

for the glory of Your Name 

and the salvation of souls, 

You conferred upon St. Lawrence, 

the spirits of counsel and fortitude. 

Grant us, in the same Spirit, 

to know what we are to do, 

and through his prayers, 

to do what we have come to know. 

We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

St Lawrence of Brindisi, Pray for us that as we use our talents for God’s 

glory and the good of our neighbour. 

 
Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, (July 22, 1559, Brindisi, - July 22, 1619, Belem, 

Portugal) 

 A Capuchin Friar he was an accomplished linguis; in addition to his native 

Italian, he was fluent in Latin, Hebrew, Greek, German, Bohemian, Spanish, and 

French. 

 He was one of the leading polemicists of the Counter-Reformation in Germany. 



Wednesday – St Mary Magdalene 

 

Collect:  

O God, whose Only Begotten Son 

entrusted Mary Magdalene before all others 

with announcing the great joy of the Resurrection, 

grant, we pray, 

that through her intercession and example 

we may proclaim the living Christ 

and come to see Him reigning in Your glory. 

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 20:1-2, 11-18 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Saint Mary Magdalene, 

woman of many sins, who by conversion 

became the beloved of Jesus, 

thank you for your witness 

that Jesus forgives 

through the miracle of love. 

You, who already possess eternal happiness 

in His glorious presence, 

please intercede for me, so that some day 

I may share in the same everlasting joy. Amen. 

 

Saint Mary Magdalen was one of the few who remained with Christ during 

His agony 

 on the Cross. She visited His tomb with two other women and found it 

empty. 

 It was to her that our Lord first appeared after His Resurrection.  

He asked her to announce His Resurrection to the Apostles. 

 

 

 

Thursday – St Bridget of Sweden 
Patron of Europe 
 

Collect:  

O God, who guided Saint Bridget of Sweden 

along different paths of life 

and wondrously taught her the wisdom of the Cross 

as she contemplated the Passion of Your Son, 

grant us, we pray, 

that, walking worthily in our vocation, 

we may seek You in all things. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  John 15:1-8 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Bridget, you were a woman of peace. 

You brought harmony where there was conflict. 

You brought light into darkness. 

You brought hope to the downcast. 

 

May the mantle of your peace  

cover those who are troubled or anxious,  

and may peace be firmly rooted in our hearts and our world. 

Inspire us to act justly and to reverence all God has made. 

 

Bridget, you were a voice for the wounded and weary. 

Strengthen what is weak within us. 

Calm us into a stillness that heals and listens. 

May we grow each day into greater wholeness in mind, body and spirit. 

Amen. 

 

St Bridget, Pray for us that we may come to understand more deeply the 

Passion and Death of Jesus and so one day share fully, with you, in His life 

and Resurrection 



Friday – St John Boste and Companions  
The Martyrs of Cumbria 
 

Collect:  

Almighty and ever-living God,  

we pray that through this remembrance of our Cumbrian martyrs  

their deaths may speak in our hearts.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 10:17-22 
 

Today’s prayer: The Angelus 

The Angel of the Lord declared to Mary:  And she conceived of the Holy 

Spirit.   Hail Mary… 
 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord:  Be it done unto me according to Your 

word.   Hail Mary... 
 

And the Word was made Flesh: And dwelt among us.   Hail Mary... 
 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God,  

that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  
 

Let us pray, Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, Your grace into our 

hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, Your Son, was made 

known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be 

brought to the glory of His Resurrection, through the same Christ Our Lord. 

Amen 
St John said the Angelus as he ascended the scaffold. He denied he was a traitor by saying, 

“My function is to invade souls, not to meddle in temporal invasions.”  John Boste was 

beatified by Pope Pius XI in 1929 and declared a saint as one of the Forty Martyrs of 

England and Wales by Pope Paul VI in 1970. 

St John Boste, Pray for us 

Blessed Christopher Robinson, Pray for us 

Bld John Mason, Pray for us 

Bld Thomas Somers, Pray for us 

Bld James Duckett, Pray for us 

Bld Thomas Tunstall, Pray for us 

Bld William Ward, Pray for us 

Bld John Duckett, Pray for us 

Bld Thomas Pickering, Pray for us 

Bld Thomas Sprott, Pray for us 

Saturday – St James the Greater 
Apostle 
 

Collect:  

Almighty ever-living God, 

who consecrated the first fruits of Your Apostles 

by the blood of Saint James, 

grant, we pray, 

that Your Church may be strengthened by his confession of faith 

and constantly sustained by his protection. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading:  Matthew 20:20-28 

 

Today’s prayer: 

O glorious St James,  

because of your fervor and generosity  

Jesus chose you to witness His glory on the Mount  

and His agony in the Garden.  

Obtain for us strength and consolation  

in the unending struggles of this life.  

Help us to follow Christ  

constantly and generously,  

to be victors over all our difficulties,  

and to receive the crown of glory in heaven. Amen. 

 

St James, Pray for us 
 

 


