
HOMILY FOR 6
TH

 SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

It is going to look as though I do nothing but watch Netflix all 

day, which is not exactly true, however I want to begin with 

another film.  “The Day after Tomorrow” which is one of those 

that often pops up on TV when they need to fill the schedule. 

 

Why speak about this one?  Dennis Quaid and Jake Gyllenhaal, looking about 15, are battling with 

another Ice Age, that has been thrown up by Climate Change, and sweeps down from the north 

engulfing the northern hemisphere, so that in the end the US president has to beg the Mexicans to 

let them across the border and settle there. 

 

A lot of good Cgi stuff.  But the message is pretty clear.  It is inverting what is happening now, 

where what we call the South, Latin America and Africa and Asia, are being pushed to move north.  

Often by the results of Climate Change.  Especially in Africa, where the climate is changing fast, 

from the spread of the Sahara (desertification) that is putting an end to people’s way of life and 

culture and forcing them to move, and the floods, paradoxically, arriving in East Africa now and 

before in Mozambique are part of this. 

 

When boats arrive at Italian, Greek, Mediterranean ports full of refugees, knocking on our doors, 

they are condemned often as Economic Migrants, so not our responsibility, but much of what is 

driving them to leave is because of what comes out of our chimneys and our exhausts.  “The Day 

after Tomorrow” is trying to give the wealthy nations (US in this case) an image of what it would 

be like to have the tables turned. 

 

Why pick upon this now?  Well, it is Laudato Si week.  The encyclical letter that Pope Francis 

wrote in 2015, just before the 2015 Climate Change Conference in Paris. 

 

When I was speaking to people at the Conference, especially one young New Zealander I remember 

who had cycled with others from Rome to Paris and who was not a believer at all, they were so 

influenced by the encyclical, even if not Catholics or believers, that they were handing out extracts 

of the Pope’s letter for discussion and quoting large chunks of it.  It’s not often you go to an 

International Conference, not that I go to a lot of them I have to say, and the Church is being so well 

appreciated. 

 

In the opening paragraphs of his letter the Pope says:  “There has been a tragic rise in the number of 

migrants seeking to flee from the growing poverty caused by environmental degradation.  They are 

not recognised by international convention as refugees; they bear the loss of the lives they have left 

behind, without enjoying any legal protection whatsoever.  Sadly there is wide-spread indifference 

(an important word to the Pope in this) to such suffering, which is even now taking place 

throughout our world.  Our lack of response to these tragedies involving our brothers and sisters, 

points to the loss of that sense of responsibility for our fellow men and women upon which all civil 

society is founded.” 

 

The Pope is underlining the fact that the presence of people in camps in Libya, Greece, Calais, is 

not just a problem to be sorted, or ignored, it is actually a comment on where we are as civilised 

people, as human beings.  It may seem odd to raise this in the middle of a global pandemic but 

when we move on, the migrants will still be there, and possibly/probably in even greater distress. 

 

The trouble with these sort of questions (and homilies for that matter) is that we start to feel got at.  

Do I have to give up this, or that?  My flying to gon on holiday, my driving, eating meat, and so on?  

Do I have to give up the things I look forward to?  (Especially what I want to do, as soon as I am 

released from lockdown.)  I think there are number of answers to that.  One is frankly, Yes, we do 

https://laudatosiweek.org/?link_id=1&can_id=8568a0d1b11ed4efca9ddd8dd0b3f299&source=email-announcement-pope-francis-7&email_referrer=email_741517___subject_993405&email_subject=pope-francis-invites-you


have to be careful of the resources we use.  But another way of looking at it is to broaden our view 

of who is my family, who is important to me. 

 

Pope Francis talks about us all needing an ecological conversion.  And I think this comes partly 

through seeing our whole world as one, as the Pope would say, one interconnected entity. 

 

The gospel edges towards this when Jesus is saying, “You will understand that I am in my Father, 

and you me, and I in you.” 

 

St John is good at convulted phrases. 

 

But what he is trying to get across is our unity with God, with Jesus, with each other, already. 

 

The driver to this is love.  (John is very strong on love). 

 

We all know that love can drive us to see things in a new way and get us to do things that would not 

normally do.  Even to give up things in a way that can surprise us, for another. 

 

The question here is, “Can we learn to love our world in that way?”  Laudato Si says:  ‘Everything 

is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven 

together by the love God has for each of his creatures and which unites us in fond affection with 

brother son, sister moon, brother river and mother earth.”  (As you might have recognised, the Pope 

is quoting his name-sake St Francis here.) 

 

The image of pilgrimage, journey, is a common one, but it does mean that we will not do everything 

straightaway, it is a progress for us, but we undertake to move in the right direction, and even, from 

the sadness of lockdown, learn a bit about what we can do without, or indeed, for, our world.  

Already there is a greater sense of common unity in many areas. 

 

Laudato Si ends with a prayer and this is part of it:  

 
God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 
Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance the weak,  
and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 
O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a better future,  
for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 
 

And this is what this is about.  Praising God together, in wonder at the gift of this world that he has 

given us, and made us part of.  And realising that we have a responsibility to look after it. 

 

 
 

 


