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Sunday Easter Week 4 
Good Shepherd Sunday 
 

Collect: 

Almighty ever-living God, 

lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, 

so that the humble flock may reach 

where the brave Shepherd has gone before. 

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 10:1-10 

 

Today’s prayer: 

A Prayer to Jesus the Good Shepherd 

 

Faithful Shepherd,  

You are not a hireling who runs away at the sight of danger,  

but Your fidelity was tested  

and proven on the wood of the Cross.  

Accept the gift of our gratitude  

for Your marvelous care.  

Help us to hear and follow Your voice. 
 

Watchful Shepherd,  

who protects the flock  

and searches tirelessly  

for those who wander from the fold,  

retrieve the lost and bring them home. 

Tend and heal their wounds.  
 

Good Shepherd,  

who lays down His Life for His sheep,  

nourish Your people with the Bread of Life,  

that we may reflect Your likeness  

and enjoy the spring of Living Water that never ends. Amen. 
 

For and parents and families, We pray to the Lord 

For those preparing for marriage, We pray to the Lord 

For all married people, We pary to the Lord 

For bishops, priests and deacons, We pray to the Lord 

For all religious sisters and brothers, We pray to the Lord 

For vocations to the priesthood and religious life, We pray to the Lord 

http://www.kendalcatholicchurch.uk/


Monday – Feast of the English Marytrs 
 

Collect: 

Almighty God, 

who in our country raised up martyrs from every walk of life   

to vindicate the authority of your Church  

in teaching and worship, grant through their intercession,  

we pray, that all our people 

may be gathered once again  

to celebrate the same sacraments  

under the one Shepherd,  

Jesus Christ your Son.  

Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

Today’s Gospel reading: Matthew 10:17-20 

 

Today’s prayer: 

To the English Martyrs 

 

O Glorious English Martyrs,  

you readily forgave those who persecuted you,  

and offered your sufferings for their conversion.  

Intercede for us to have something of the same spirit  

in the face of injustice or persecution.  

We pray especially for (add your own intention). 

 

Our Father…, Hail Mary…, Glory be… 

 

Our Lady of Walsingham, Pray for us 

St John Boste, Pray for us 

All Holy Martyrs of England and Wales, Pray for us 
 

Tuesday Easter Week 4 
 

Collect:  

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that, celebrating the mysteries of the Lord’s Resurrection, 

we may merit to receive the joy of our redemption. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 10:22-30 
 

Today’s prayer: 

Pope Francis’ Twin Prayers for the Pandemic 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey  

as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you,  Health of the Sick,  

who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus,  

keeping your faith firm. 
 

You, Salvation of all people,  

know what we need, and we trust that  

you will provide for those needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee,  

joy and celebration may return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,  

to conform ourselves to the will of the Father  

and to do what Jesus tells us,  

He who took our sufferings upon Himself,  

and took up our sorrows to bring us,  

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

 

Sub tuum praesidium (3rd Century prayer to Our Lady) 

We seek refuge under your protection, 

O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our Pleas, 

We who are put to the test 

and deliver us from every danger, 

O glorious and blessed Virgin. 
 

(Pope Francis’s prayed his prayer above and the ‘Sub tuum’ 

 on his visit to the Shrine of Our Lady Health of the Roman People  

on 11th March 2020 to pray for the people of Italy) 



Wednesday Easter Week 4 
 

Collect:  

O God, life of the faithful, 

glory of the humble, blessedness of the just, 

listen kindly to the prayers 

of those who call on You, 

that they who thirst for what You generously promise 

may always have their fill of Your plenty. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 12:44-50 

 

Today’s prayer: 

From a Syriac Daily Prayer  

 

Lord, it is good to give thanks to You  

and to sing praise to Your exalted Name,  

to proclaim Your goodness in the morning  

and Your faithfulness in the night.  

Lord, hear my voice in the morning.  

May I be seen ready before You in the morning.  

Lord, have compassion on Your people.  

Lord, pardon and forgive all our sins.  

Holy One, let Your right hand overshadow us  

and Your Holy Name heal our weaknesses. 

 

From ‘Prayers from the East’  

Edited by Richard Marsh 
 

 

 

Thursday Easter Week  

 

Collect:  

O God, who restore human nature 

to yet greater dignity than at its beginnings, 

look upon the amazing mystery of Your loving kindness, 

and in those You have chosen to make new 

through the wonder of rebirth 

may You preserve the gifts 

of Your enduring grace and blessing. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 13:16-20  

 

Today’s prayer: 

An excerpt from 'On Love of the Poor'  

by St Gregory of Nazianzus (c. 329 – 25 January 390) 
 

Human beings accumulate in their coffers gold and silver,  

clothes more sumptuous than useful,  

diamonds and other objects that are evidence of war and tyranny,  

then a foolish arrogance hardens their hearts,  

for their brothers and sisters in distress, no pity. 
 

What utter blindness!...  

Attend not to the law of the strong but to the law of the Creator.  

Help nature to the best of your ability,  

honour the freedom of creation,  

protect your species from dishonour,  

come to its aid in sickness,  

rescue it from poverty… 

Seek to distinguish yourself from others only in your generosity.  

Be like gods to the poor, imitating God’s mercy. 

…Humanity has nothing so much in common with God  

as the ability to do good. 
 

St Gregory Nazianzen, Pray for us 



Friday Easter Week 4 
 

Collect:  

O God, author of our freedom and of our salvation, 

listen to the voice of our pleading 

and grant that those You have redeemed 

by the shedding of Your Son’s Blood 

may have life through You 

and, under Your protection, 

rejoice for ever unharmed. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 14:1-6 

 

Today’s prayer: 

Prayer Before the Crucifix 

 

Look down upon me, good and gentle Jesus 

while before Your face I humbly kneel  

and, with burning soul, 

pray and beseech You 

to fix deep in my heart lively sentiments 

of faith, hope, and charity; 

true contrition for my sins, 

and a firm purpose of amendment. 
 

While I contemplate, 

with great love and tender pity, 

Your five most precious wounds, 

pondering over them within me 

and calling to mind the words which David, 

Your prophet, said to You, my Jesus: 
 

"They have pierced My hands and My feet, 

they have numbered all My bones." Amen. 
 

Save us, Saviour of the World, 

For by Your Cross and Resurrection 

You have set us free! 
) 

Saturday Easter Week 4 
 

Collect:  

O God, who in the celebration of Easter 

graciously give to the world 

the healing of heavenly remedies, 

show benevolence to Your Church, 

that our present observance 

may benefit us for eternal life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Today’s Gospel reading: John 14:7-14  

 

Today’s prayer: 

A Prayer to Mary 

 

Assist me by the wings of your prayers, 

O you who are called the Mother of the living, 

so that on my exit from this valley of tears 

I may be able to advance without torment 

to the dwelling of life that has been prepared for us 

to lighten the end of a life burdened by my iniquity. 
 

Healer of the sorrows of Eve, 

change my day of anguish into a feast of gladness. 

Be my Advocate; ask and supplicate. 
 

For as I believe in your inexpressible purity, 

so do I also believe in the good reception that is given to your word. 

O you who are blessed among women,  

help me with your tears for I am in danger. 
 

Bend the knee to obtain my reconciliation, O Mother of God. 

Be caring of me for I am in needof your love, O Tabernacle of the Most High. 

Hold out your hand to me as I fall, O heavenly Temple. 
 

Glorify your Son in me: may He be pleased to operate divinely in me  

the miracle of forgiveness and mercy. 
 

Handmaid and Mother of God, may your honour be exalted by me, 

and may my salvation be manifested through you. Amen. 
 

Saint Gregory of Narek (951 – 1003) - an Armenian monk, 

 poet, mystical philosopher, theologian, and composer 


