
 

HOMILY FOR PALM SUNDAYby Fr Hugh 
 
‘The earth quaked, the rocks were split; the tombs opened and the 
bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after the 
resurrection, came out of their tombs and entered the holy city and 
appeared to a number of people.’ 

Matthew’s version of Jesus’ death is full of drama.  He takes 
Mark’s account but adds so much more, so much that is 
extraordinary, things out of this world are happening here. 

Today we might well sit back a say to ourselves, ‘Well that is a 
little over the top.  I can handle an earthquake, but lots of people 
coming out of tombs?  That’s too much.  (Stanley Spenser’s 
‘Resurrection in Cookham Churchyard’ is a great painting of it.) 

But Matthew is trying to get across the enormity of what 
happened that day on that Cross.  Nothing will be the same again 
now after the Cross.  (We say this about life after the coronavirus, 
that we will have learnt from it, but will we?) 

Go back to some of the recent gospels we have listened to 
before Lent began.  We had the call of the disciples, but with that 
the announcement of the nearness of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
call to repent because of the Kingdom’s arrival is only one line, and 
almost passed over as we come to the double calling of the 
apostles, Simon and Andrew, James and John. 

But Matthew knows that with Jesus, the Kingdom has arrived. 
In these gospels Jesus has been teaching us what it is to be a 
member of his community.  Remember the Sermon on the Mount,  
‘Your virtue has to go deep, deeper than these religious guys, the 
Pharisees and scribes, around you.’ 
‘Not just, ‘do not kill,’ but be at peace with each other.’ 
‘Not just ‘don’t commit adultery,’ but be respectful in the way you 
see each other.’ 
‘Not just ‘love your neighbour,’ but your enemies, pray for those 
who persecute you.’ 
 
For Matthew he has seen that Jesus is talking about living with a 
pure heart, pure in heart, regardless of what others say or do. 
However naive that might seem to the world. 
 



 

Is it not naive to go to the Cross an innocent man, and make no 
complaint?  But forgive. 
 
How can we possibly think this can really be right?  Possible even? 
That it could work in our world? 
 
But the drama of Jesus’ death on the Cross in Matthew is to 
underline that we are no longer living in our world in the same way. 
Even the earth itself has recognised the upheaval, the change, that 
has happened. 
Unworldly events have taken place because Jesus’ death ushers 
in, begins, a new unworldly era. 
 
His community, his body here on earth, have to live this new life. 
This life of peace, of loving our enemies, of seeing others as God 
sees them, of being laughed at for our naivety for being innocents 
in a seemingly knowing world. 
To dare to trust in him as he dared the cross for us. 
The Cross faces us with a question, a time of decision. 
Can we make this choice? Can we live this new life? Are we people 
of his Kingdom? 
 

 
 
  

 


