
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY HOMILY by Fr Hugh 
 
Pause for a moment and imagine that this evening Jesus is kneeling at your 
feet. 
Yours and mine. 
His head is bowed before us and he is waiting for us to place a foot in his 
hands.  
Waiting to do for us what a servant would have done. 
Waiting for us to let him do it.  Accept his invitation. 
 
Why would God bow before us? 
Simply because what he is about to do, to go to the Cross, is for us. 
And he does so purely out of love for us. 
As we know, love cannot be forced, love can only be offered, in the hope 
of a return. 
It is only in a mutual love, that love is truly shared. 
So he asks for our love. 
As Jesus says to Peter, ‘If I do not wash you, you can have nothing in 
common with me.’  
We have to let Jesus do what he must do for us, and then respond to his act 
of love. 
We know that this is an example of service that all Christians are called 
upon to follow, it is how we show our love for each other and the world. 
 
But the washing of feet is also part of what is about to happen tomorrow. 
The Church treats the services of these days as one service. 
(We do not end any of the services with a blessing until Sunday, when it is 
all brought to a conclusion.) 
So everything that we do is linked, is taking us to one place, which is the 
sharing in Jesus’ death and his resurrection. 
 
And the Church teaches us, and reminds us in the Eucharistic Prayer, that 
we  are not merely remembering these events, but every time we come to 
Mass we are sharing in the events of the Cross and Resurrection, 
participating in them.  
Peter of course is the representative of the Church, so in asking to wash his 
feet, it is all of us who Jesus includes in his request and his action.  
 



 

So though it can be hard to grasp, this evening we are not just 
remembering the events but actually sharing in them, and that is why I say 
Jesus is there before us, bowed, humbly asking us to share in the act that 
opens up for us eternal life, 
because he wants us, desperately hopes, that we want what he has given 
his life for. 
 
What makes it even more important this year that we surrender ourselves 
to the mystery of this great event, is that most of us cannot share directly in 
the very sacrament he left us from this night, which binds us with each 
other as his body and with him, the head. 
We cannot directly receive him in Holy Communion, which is the source 
and summit of our faith, as the Vatican Fathers reminded us back at the 
Council in 1960s. 
 
So we have to open our hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit, who is the 
life of God here among us, and let the Spirit enter in and unite us with the 
Trinity in this great moment of the Church’s year. 
 
It is now that in prayer and through our imagination, I do not mean 
imaginary, but the ability to use our minds in prayer to see ourselves 
united with Jesus in the journey of these days, and let the power of the 
mystery of God act through us and bind us all together, wherever we may 
be and whoever we are with, because we are never without Jesus if we 
accept his invitation. 
 
So this evening, as we embark on these special days of our year, let’s 
welcome Jesus into our homes, into the daily life that we share, (possibly 
for some of us only with Jesus himself, maybe with family at a distance).  
 
The meals we share that become our Passovers, just as he shared it with his 
disciples, and break bread and know that he is with us and ready to serve 
us, and in doing so guide us through his Passion to the eternal life we seek. 
 
 
 
 

 


