
EASTER DAY SERVICE 2020 

 (have a candle ready to light if you can.) 
 

Opening Hymn: 

This joyful Eastertide, 

away with sin and sorrow, 

my love, the Crucified, 

has sprung to life this morrow: 

Had Christ, that once was slain, 

Ne’er burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now hath Christ arisen. 
 

My flesh in hope shall rest, 

and for a season slumber: 

till trump from east to west 

shall wake the dead in number: 

Had Christ, that once was slain, 

Ne’er burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now hath Christ arisen. 
 

Death’s flood hath lost his chill, 

since Jesus crossed the river: 

lover of souls, from ill 

my passing soul deliver: 

Had Christ, that once was slain, 

Ne’er burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now hath Christ arisen. 
 

On this unusual Easter Sunday we are going to begin by preparing the Paschal (Easter) 

Candle, which signifies the resurrection of Christ coming into the darkness of our world 

as the light of Christ, as we would normally do at the Vigil.  (However, without the fire 

that we would usually have.) 
 

Sign of the Cross and Greeting, then we prepare the Paschal candle. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we celebrate that sacred time when our Lord Jesus Christ 

passed over from death to life.  So the Church calls upon her sons and daughters, 

scattered throughout the world, to come together to pray.  If we keep the memorial of 

the Lord’s paschal solemnity in this way, listening to his word and celebrating his 

mysteries, then we shall have the sure hope of sharing in his triumph over death and 

living with him in God. 

 



So we mark the candle, first marking the sign of the cross. 

Marking the vertical of the cross:  ‘Christ yesterday and today’ 

the horizontal:  ‘the Beginning and the End’ 

marking the letter Alpha:  ‘The Alpha’ 

and marking the letter Omega:  ‘And the Omega’ 

marking the first numeral of the date:  ‘All time belongs to Him’ 

second numeral:  ‘and all the ages’ 

third letter:  ‘to Him be glory and power’ 

fourth letter:  ‘through every age and for ever’.  Amen. 
 

Then the priest inserts the five studs and as he does he says: 

1) By his holy 

2) and glorious wounds 

3) may Christ the Lord 

4) guard us 

5) and protect us.  Amen. 
 

Then the candle is lit and placed in the stand, and Mass continues with the Gloria and 

the Opening Prayer. 
 

First Reading  Acts 10:34 

Peter addressed them, ‘You must have heard about the recent happenings in Judea; 

about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching 

baptism.  God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God 

was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who have fallen into the 

power of the devil. Now I, and those with me, can witness to everything he throughout 

the countryside of Judea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that they killed him 

by hanging him on a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him to life and allowed 

him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by certain witnesses God had chosen 

beforehand. Now we are those witnesses – we have eaten and drunk with him after his 

resurrection from the dead – and he has ordered us to proclaim this to his people and to 

tell them that God had appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that 

all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their sins 

forgiven through his name.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

Response to Psalm: This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Reading Col. 3:1-4 

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the things 

of heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let you thoughts be on heavenly 

things, not on the things that are on earth, because you have died, and now the life you 

have is hidden with Christ in God but when Christ is revealed – and he is your life – 

you too will be revealed in all your glory with him. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. The love of the Lord knows no ending. Sons of 

Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
 

Gospel  John 20:1-9 

It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of Magdala 

came to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb and came 

running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved.  ‘They have taken 

the Lord out of the tomb,’ she said, ‘and we don’t know where they have put him.’  

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran together, but the 

other disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw 

the lined cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in. Simon Peter who was following 

now came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and also the 

cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a 

place by itself. Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he 

saw and he believed. Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

After the Gospel and homily, the water is blessed for the font and we light a candle if 

we have one and we renew our Baptismal Promises: 
 

Do you reject Satan? I do 

And all his works? I do 

And all his empty show?  I do 

Do you believe in God the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?  I do. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father?  I do. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting? I do. 

 

The Mass now continues as usual. 



Recessional Hymn 
 

1. Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave-clothes, where thy body lay. 
 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

2. Lo, Jesus meets us risen from the tomb; 

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

For her Lord is living, death has lost its sting. 

 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 

Life is nought without thee; aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 

Bring us safe through Jordan to thy 

home above. 

 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

 

 


